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“From Russia, 
with Love”
College Opens New Fitness Center
PC choirs travel and 
gain new view on 
Russia
by Melissa Silvanic ’08
News Staff
Last May, the Providence College 
Touring Choir had the unique experi­
ence of traveling to Russia to perform 
their music. From May 23 to May 31, 
2007, members of both
CLUBS & Concert Chorale and I 
ORGS Cantori traveled to St.
Petersburg and Moscow, 
Russia.
“The trip was a great success,” said 
Dr. Michele M. Holt, director of choral 
activities.
Providence College’s choir was 
among those invited to celebrate the 200 
year anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between Russia and the United States of 
America.
“It felt really good to be part of the 
diplomatic relations,” said Christiane 
Darby ’09.
The choir sang in both St. Petersburg 
and Moscow, performing with “two of 
Russia’s best academic choirs, the St. 
Petersburg Conservatory Choir and the 
Moscow State Conservatory Choir,” 
said Holt.
“It was a wonderful treat for PC stu­
dents to share the stage with them and to 
also get a chance to have some social 
time with them as well,” Dr. Holt said. 
“We had full audiences at all our per­
formances and sang five songs in 
Russian which the Russian people were 
thrilled about.”
According to Holt, the choir per­
formed at Cappella Hall, “one of the 
most famous concert halls in St. 
Petersburg.”
“The concert halls we were able to 
sing in were gorgeous and the musical 
history was incredible”, said Michael 
McNamara ’08.
Along with singing, McNamara also 
lent his instrumental talents to the choir 
as he performed the djambe drums 
(African Drums) throughout the trip.
“It was interesting gaining the knowl-
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Students enjoy the new machines in the Concannon Fitness Center. The new, multimillion dollar fitness center opened on 
Sept. 4 and boasts more than 60 new cardio machines, a new press box, and a training facility for varsity athletes. The 
Concannon Fitness Center is named for William F. Concannon ’77, whose donation was the largest in College history.
by Joe Miller ’10
Asst. News Editor
I
t didn’t take long for Rev. Brian J. 
Shanley, O.P., president of 
Providence College, to summarize 
the campus reaction to the new 
Concannon Fitness Center.
“‘Wow.’ That’s the one word I’ve heard 
the most,” he said.
The new facility, which opened its doors 
on Tuesday, Sept. 4, has been warmly 
received throughout the PC community, 
with 1821 students signing in on the first 
day alone. By Sunday, Sept. 9, the total 
had swelled to 7650 student visits.
The building, which is connected to 
Slavin Center, Peterson Recreation Center, 
and Alumni Hall, is a marked improve­
ment from the previous exercise facilities 
on campus. The Concannon Center, with 
its striking three-story glass atrium, boasts 
new lockers, more than 60 cardio 
machines with TV monitors and cable, 
extensive weight and strength training 
equipment, a varsity athletic training facil­
ity, and a press box overlooking the turf 
field.
“It’s nicer, it’s bigger, it’s better,” com­
mented Peter Larkin ’10. “The TVs are a 
real plus on the crowded machines. It’s a 
good add-on for the school.”
According to Father Shanley, prepara­
tions for a new fitness center had been in 
the works for some time.
“There was already a conceptual plan on 
the books,” he said. “I got together with 
the Board of Trustees and put together a 
financial plan. For myself personally, it 
was glaringly obvious that our facilities 
were woefully inadequate and out of date.” 
When the project was finally completed, 
Father Shanley said he was immediately 
impressed by the result.
“I was blown away. I had been checking 
the progress of the new facility throughout 
the summer, and as summer went on and it 
got closer and closer to completion, I realized 
how beautiful it was going to be,” he said.
He emphasized that as impressive as the 
fitness center is from a practical stand­
point, it is equally as striking from a visu­
al standpoint.
“Walking through the atrium for the first 
time was a ‘wow’ experience for me,” he
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Diversity, Involvement Embody Class of 2011
BY DEVIN MURPHY ’10
News Staff
P
rovidence College welcomed the 
freshman class of 2011 this past 
week. The class represented the 
most competitive class in four 
years with the fewest available spots, and 
the class with the most diversity.
“It’s by far the most culturally diverse 
class as far back as I can tell from records," 
said Chris Lydon, associate vice president
for admission and enrollment planning.
Ten percent of students identified them­
selves as African American, 
Hispanic/Latino, Asian American, or 
Native American/Alaska Native. Four per­
cent identified themselves as multi-racial 
or other different races/ethnicities. Seventy 
nine percent of students reported that they 
were Caucasian. Six percent of students 
also come from dual-language households.
As well as racially diverse, the class of 
2011 is also much more socio-economical- 







Not for some 
Rhode Island 
teachers on strike. 
come from a home where neither parent 
graduated from college and 15 percent 
have a parent or sibling who attended or 
graduated from PC.
“It’s important to note a 21 percent 
increase in freshmen who are first genera­
tion to go to college,” said Lydon.
This increase represents the vision Rev. 
Brian J. Shanley, O.P., president of the 
College, has for Providence College. This 
more diverse class resulted from PC’s new 
status as a “test optional” school allowed 
the applicant pool to broaden.
A&E:
Reel Fun: We 
look at the sum­
mer’s best films.
Portfolio:
Can the phrase 
“state-of-the- 
art” grow old?
Students were still required, however, to 
report their scores after their acceptance. 
The average Critical Reading SAT score 
was 530-630. The average Math SAT score 
was 540-640. The average Writing SAT 
score was 540-650. The average ACT 
score was between 23 and 28.
“The important statistic is 20.4 percent 
of those who applied did not submit [SAT] 
scores,” said Lydon. “Eighteen point five 
percent of those who were admitted did not 




Off to a shaky 
start.
The Cowl
Better than Freshman Orientation: Read our A&E staff’s fun-filled 
“Providence Entertainment Guide.” Page 13
Amanda Silk ’08 examines the latest presidential election news in 




their first week of 
college. 
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NEWS briefs
College suddenly loses beloved professor
The Providence College community 
was both shocked and saddened by the 
sudden passing of Dr. Michael V. Metallo, 
associate professor of history. Dr. Metallo 
died Monday, Sept. 10, at the age of 69.
Dr. Metallo first began teaching at 
Providence College in 1967 as an instruc­
tor. He became an assistant professor in 
1970 and, in 1976, became an associate 
professor. A professor who specialized in 
the teaching of East Asian history, Dr. 
Metallo also taught in the Development of 
Western Civilization (DWC) program.
According to the department of history, 
Dr. Metallo had scholarly interests in 
American-East Asian relations and 20th 
century China.
After graduating from Seton Hall 
University in 1959, Dr. Metallo received 
his Master of Arts from the University of 
Notre Dame in 1961 and his doctorate 
from New York University in 1974
According to the department of history, Dr. 
Metallo enjoyed travel and musical theater.
Dr. Metallo is survived by his wife, 
Carol Ann, his children, and grandchil­
dren. A funeral service will be held at 
10:30 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 14, at the 
Anderson-Winfield Funeral Home in 
Greenville, R.I.
For a full article on the life and career of 
Dr. Metallo, please read the Sept. 20 edi­
tion of The Cowl.
Student Congress prepares for panel
At their weekly meeting on Tuesday, 
Sept. 11, the members of the 58th Student 
Congress prepared for a panel discussion 
with various administrators. The discus­
sion, open to the entire community, will 
deal with the 41 page report outlining the 
plans to curb alcohol abuse at Providence 
College. Administrators present will 
include Dr. Steven Sears, dean of residence 
life; Kevin Butler, dean of judicial affairs; 
Richard Kless, director of off-campus liv­
ing; and Sharon Hay, director of the 
Student-Activities-Involvement- 
Leadership (S.A.I.L) office.
Student Congress Executive President 
Andy Fechtel ’08 urged the members of 
Student Congress to focus on the sections 
they felt to be both positive and negative. 
Fechtel said this was a chance to ask the 
administrators questions on the recom­
mendations. He also said Student 
Congress will be involved in implement­
ing the policies.
“We will be very much part of the 
process,” said Fechtel. “We will be 
involved in every step of the process.”
Fechtel said he wanted each member to 
think how the report will affect his or her 
individual class and class events.
Issues with the report raised at the meet­
ing included the moving of academic func­
tions and intramural sports to the week­
ends; the availability of alcohol; the ratio 
of non-alcoholic events to events where 
alcohol is served; and the role of off-cam- 
pus establishments.
According to the report, the new poli­
cies and recommendations will be put in 
place gradually over a four year process. 
Fechtel said the entire PC community is 
invited to the September 20 meeting, 
which will take place at 5:45 p.m. in 
Feinstein 400.
—Beth Lenehan ’08
Information from The Providence 
Journal was used in this report.
Expanded international orientation held
On Saturday, Aug. 25, Providence 
College welcomed some of its earliest stu­
dent arrivals to campus for the new school 
year. Thirty students moved in early for a 
special orientation, run by the Center for 
International Studies and the Balfour 
Center for Multicultural Affairs, for under­
graduate international students.
According to Adrian Beaulieu, dean of 
international studies, the program was more 
of a “welcome program” than an orientation. 
The 30 students in attendance were able to 
attend other orientations, but this particular 
program allowed for new students to 
become better acquainted with Providence 
College and the surrounding area.
“We ran the program in conjunction 
with the Balfour Center because the pro­
gram we wanted to run had much over­
lap with the multicultural program,” 
Beaulieu said.
Beaulieu said that a barbeque was held 
on Saturday, the date of arrival, and the 
program lasted until around noon on 
Wednesday, Aug. 29. Activities ranged 
from a Wal-Mart trip, during which stu­
dents could purchase items for their 
dorm rooms, to a visit to Thayer Street. 
These activities, according to Beaulieu, 
were intended to help the students grow 
comfortable with the campus and get to 
know other students before everyone 
else arrived.
“Our goal was to help them get accli­
mated to the campus,” said Beaulieu. “It 
was like an in-depth campus orientation 
with a more detailed tour, including a 
library tour.”
Beaulieu also said the welcome pro­
gram helped the students to understand 
and deal with cultural differences, as the 
students hailed from a variety of coun­
tries, including India, Switzerland, and 
Canada. To aid in the transition, stu­
dents were able to participate in practical 
activities such as signing up for bank 
accounts at Sovereign Bank, learning 
about campus safety with Major John J. 
Leyden, executive director of safety and 
security, and discovering the differences 
in college life among various countries 
at the Office of Academic Services. 
Participants were also given a tour of the 
PC bookstore, where they learned the 
store’s policies as well as how to sell 
back textbooks. In short, the students 
were given the opportunity to find out, 
according to Beaulieu, “how PC works.”
Beaulieu said it is important to incorpo­
rate international students into the 
Providence College community because it 
exposes students to new cultures and view­
points, much like the study abroad program.
“Lack of understanding leads to con­
flict,” Beaulieu said. “We’re more global 
than ever, and having international stu­
dents on campus allows for a greater 
understanding, sensitivity, and tolerance of 
other cultures. It helps us understand that 
the American way is not the only way.”
According to Beaulieu, the Balfour 
Center has been running this kind of mul­
ticultural program for the last few years 
in a less formal fashion, although this is 
the first year international students have 
been involved. The team program with 
the Center for International Studies and 
the Balfour Center was more formal this 
year, to the point where meal cards were 
even given out prior to the start of the 
school year.
While the program was a collaboration, 
each group did some activities on their 
own. About ten students came on the cam­
pus even earlier than the rest to train to be 
coaches, and there were about five coach­
es per program. Beaulieu said these stu­
dents had a tremendous impact on the new 
students, because the incoming students 
were able to get to know upperclassmen 
prior to the start of the school year.
“We’re hoping to run this every year 
now to help students adjust to their new 
lives here,” said Beaulieu.
All in all, Beaulieu said the program 
was a success, even though he is always 
looking for ways to improve.
“I think this was a great experience,” he 
said. “I want to make the new students 
happy to be here, so that they say to them­
selves, ‘This is the place for me.’”
—Rick Kurker ’09
Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accu­
racy and carefully checks every 
article that goes into print to 
ensure that the facts are present­
ed clearly and truthfully. If you 
find an error in any article, 
please e-mail the editor at the- 
cowl@providence.edu. 
Corrections will be printed as 
necessary on page 2.
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Providence College will undergo a comprehensive evaluation visit October 14-17, 2007, by a team representing the Commission on Institutions of Higher Education of the New 
England Association of Schools and Colleges.
The Commission on Institutions of Higher Education is one of eight accrediting commissions in the United States that provide institutional accreditation on a regional basis. 
Accreditation is voluntary and applies to the institution as a whole. The Commission, which is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, accredits approximately 200 insti­
tutions in the six-state New England region.
Providence College has been accredited by the Commission since 1933 and was last reviewed in 1997. Its accreditation by the New England Association encompasses the entire 
institution.
For the past year and a half, Providence College has been engaged in a process of self-study, addressing the Commission’s Standards for Accreditation. An evaluation team will 
visit the institution to gather evidence that the self-study is thorough and accurate. The team will recommend to the Commission a continuing status for the institution; following a 
review process, the Commission itself will take the final action.
The public is invited to submit comments regarding the institution to:
Public Comment on Providence College
Commission on Institutions of Higher Education




Comments must address substantive matters related to the quality of the institution. Comments will not be treated as confidential.
Written, signed comments must be received by October 17, 2007. The Commission cannot guarantee that comments received after that due date will be considered. Comments 
should include the name, address, and telephone number of the person providing the comments.
The Commission cannot settle disputes between individuals and institutions, whether those involve faculty, students, administrators, or members of other groups. Individuals con­
sidering submitting complaints against an affiliated institution should request the separate Policy and Procedures for the Consideration of Complaints Made Against Affiliated 
Institutions from the Commission office.
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New Dean Begins First Full Year at PC
by Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff
The start of 2007-2008 school year 
marks the beginning of Adrian Beaulieu’s, 
dean of international studies, first full year 
at Providence College. Beaulieu was hired 
| by the College in April to
CAMPUS serve as the of the  the 
NEWS Center for International 
| Studies, which was created 
last year to service international students 
and students looking to study abroad.
“I found it exciting to enter on the 
ground floor of an institution that wanted 
to do something new and different,” said 
Beaulieu. “Providence College was at a 
crossroad; there seemed to be new ener­
gy-”
Before the Center for International 
Studies, there was no unified office repre­
senting international students and the 
College’s study abroad program. The 
international students of PC were previ­
ously helped through the Personal 
Counseling Center and Dr. John Hogan, 
director of the personal counseling center, 
served as their advisor. The Study Abroad 
Office, formerly under the direction of Dr. 
Seana McGovern, existed solely for those 
students interested in studying abroad.
“I think it was an important step to pro­
viding better help for the study abroad stu­
dents,” said Nicole Chininis ’09. “Now I 
feel like the help will be more direct and 
the program will improve.
Chininis, a global studies and Spanish 
major, will be studying abroad in Sevilla, 
Spain, next semester.
“The study abroad program, I have felt, 
is not one of PC’s strongest, and I think 
through the establishment of the interna­
tional studies department, we can improve 
our program for people such as global 
studies majors who are required to spend 
some time abroad,” said Chininis.
The Center for International Studies 
Web site has also changed since Beaulieu
KATIE HOGAN ’09/The Cowl
Adrian Beaulieu, dean of international studies, is serving as the head of the new 
Center for International Studies. Beaulieu is working with students hoping to 
study abroad and oversaw the welcome program for international students.
came to PC. The new Web site includes a 
blog by Mitch Haddad ’09, chronicling his 
experiences studying abroad in Granada, 
Spain in the fall and Buenos Aires, 
Argentina in the spring semester. 
Currently, the web log has three entries 
documenting his pre-departure feelings, 
his London stop-over, and his arrival in 
Granada.
“We feel this maybe of interest to those 
thinking about studying abroad,” said 
Beaulieu.
Students hoping to study abroad said 
they are looking forward to working with 
the new dean.
“Personally, studying abroad is great 
for people and the department should be as 
good as it can be,” said Luis Jimenez ’10, 
who is a Global Studies major thinking of 
either studying abroad or working abroad 
over the summer. “This new dean will 
obviously play a bigger role in whatever I 
decide to do in that area.”
Beaulieu said he met with PC faculty 
members to discuss new study abroad 
options, as he hoped to incorporate the 
semester overseas into student majors.
“I want to work closely with faculty. I 
want to know how to tie in the study 
abroad experience with what they study 
here,” said Beaulieu.
“I’m pretty excited about it,” said Sara 
Stivers ’10. “Since I am global studies 
major, the study abroad program is a 
requirement and I would really like to see 
some improvements in the program, espe­
cially as far as financial aid. Right now 
financial aid isn’t transferable when a stu­
dent is abroad and I’m hoping that that will 
change soon.”
Stivers said she hopes to study abroad in 
France.
“For those going abroad in 2009, there 
will be a difference in options,” said 
Beaulieu. “There will be a broader base 
and it will fit in well with student majors.”
Stivers said she is looking forward to the 
changes implemented, as she feels study 
abroad can play a key role in a student’s 
four years at PC.
“I think that the study abroad program is 
a really important aspect of many students’ 
college experiences and as it stands right 
now the program is very limited,” said 
Stivers. “I hope that they will expand the 
program so that more students will be 
inclined to partake in it.”
The new dean also oversaw the second 
annual welcome program for international 
students, which took place shortly before 
the start of the semester. In addition to 
having international students meet each 
through a welcome program, Beaulieu said 
he hopes to form an international student 
organization through the Student- 
Activities-Involvement-Leadership 
(S.A.I.L) Office and said there might be a 
meeting this month.
“There are certain funds that clubs can 
get that they can use for planning cultural 
events,” said Beaulieu. “Given all their 
unique cultures they can enrich the quality 
of campus life in general.”
Beaulieu was previously the associate 
dean of International Study at Smith 
College and the director of study abroad 
for George Washington University.
Class: Applicant pool among most talented
continued from front page
we enrolled did not submit their scores.”
The average un-weighted GPA for the 
freshman was a 3.47, which was in range 
of the class of 2010, which had an average 
un-weighted GPA of 3.46. -
The class of 2011 also had 13 valedicto­
rians, eight salutatorians, and 18 National 
Merit finalists, semi-finalists, and com­
mended students. The transition to college 
courses has not been difficult for some 
members of the freshman class.
“The student body and especially the 
faculty seem really nice here and it’s made 
the transition really easy,” said Michael 
Gonda ’ll.
The transition from high school to col­
lege has not been easy for all, but students 
are managing to get through it.
“It’s definitely a big adjustment from 
high school and it’s stressful, but we have 
our fun,” said Shelley Pinsonneault ’ll.
The class saw an increase in applicants 
from the previous three classes. Nine thou­
sand eight hundred one high school seniors 
applied to PC for acceptance into the class 
of 2011. That is one thousand more stu­
dents that applied for admission to the 
class of 2010, which had 8,799 applicants. 
The class of 2009 only saw 8,237 appli­
cants, and the class of 2008 had 7,827.
Due to the more competitive applicant 
pool the acceptance rate has continued to see 
a downward trend over the past four years. 
The class of 2011 had a 42 percent accept­
ance rate. The class of 2010 had a 49 percent 
acceptance rate, the class of 2009 had a 54 
percent acceptance rate, and the class of2008 
had a 55 percent acceptance rate.
One freshman admitted to being nervous 
while waiting to hear from Providence 
College.
“Waiting for that packet to come in is 
really stressful, but everyone has to go 
through it,” said Pinsonneault.
The class of ’ll was between 990 and 
995 students as of Saturday, Sept 1. It is 
thirty less students than the class of ’10 
(1027), but thirty more students were 
accepted into the class than originally 
expected. And PC didn’t lose many appli­
cants to competing schools’ wait-lists.
“Seventy-five students of the class were 
admitted off the wait-list. That’s more than 
last year, but less than the previous three 
years,” said Lydon, as over 2650 students 
were wait-listed. Eight hundred fifty stu­
dents asked for consideration, permitting 
there was space for them after accepted 
applicants made their final decisions.
The freshmen were also heavily 
involved in extracurricular activities in 
high school. Six hundred one students 
were in the National Honor Society. Eight 
hundred twenty three students gave back 
to their communities through community 
service projects. Two hundred seventy two 
students of the 655 athletes were captains 
of their teams. Over three hundred students 
were involved with the performing arts or 
art programs and 185 students contributed 
to school newspapers, radio programs, 
yearbooks, or literary journals.
The freshman class is primarily made up 
of females—it is 56 percent female and 46 
percent male.
The freshman class showed PC’s com­
petition with other Catholic liberal arts 
colleges.
“We continued to see greater overlap 
with Notre Dame . . . Fairfield and 
Fordham,” said Lydon.
Providence College’s smaller classes and 
campus attracted one particular freshman.
“There are a little smaller classes here 
than at state schools,” said Aimee Olivier 
’ 11. “I felt like I would get a better educa­
tion here.”
Fifty four percent of the class came from 
public schools. Thirty eight percent came 
from Catholic high schools. Seven percent
MATT LONGOBARDI ’I0/The Cowl
Members of the Class of 2011 wait to enter Development of Western Civilization 
class in Moore Hall. According to the Office of Admission, the Class of 2011 had 
an average unweighted grade point average of 3.47 and were also heavily involved 
in extracurricular activities.
came from private schools, and one per­
cent came from charter schools.
Sixty-five percent of students are from 
New England. Twenty-seven percent are 
from Mid-Atlantic states: New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Washington D.C., and Virginia. 
Seven percent are from other parts of the 
country or are international students. In 
total eight or nine different countries are 
represented by PC freshmen.
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Fitness: Community pumped to exercise
continued from front page expectations,” he commented. was in this basement,” she said. “Now, newest PC students are taking full
said. “This is going to change the look of 
the campus. You come up from the Huxley 
[Avenue] gate over the hill and see the 
cemetery overlooking a new glass build­
ing.”
The groundbreaking for the center took 
place in June 2006, with work by Consigli 
Construction finishing shortly before the 
start of this school year.
“There was a great sense of pride, and 
relief too, in knowing we got it done in the 
nick of time,” said Rev. Brendan Murphy, 
O.P., vice president for student affairs.
In its entirety, the project cost approxi­
mately $14 million. The building is named 
for William F. Concannon ’77, whose $2 
million leadership gift was the largest in 
the history of the College.
"
It’s such an upgrade, there’s so 
much more space ... I’m very 
happy with the result.
Matt Zampitella ’09
"
According to Father Shanley, several 
other major donors, including Board of 
Trustees chairman Mike Ruane, will even­
tually be honored with plaques at the facil­
ity. They will also be recognized at the 
official dedication of the building, sched­
uled for Oct. 5.
For Edward Laprey, director of recre­
ational sports, watching the transition from 
idea to completed facility was especially 
rewarding.
“I was part of the process all along. I 
had seen it in blueprint all along, so to see 
it in completion was beyond even my 
expectations,” he co mented.
Laprey described the reaction so far 
as “incredibly positive” and added that 
“for whatever reason, a lot of students 
didn’t expect it to be finished for the 
start of the year.”
Now that the project is complete, expec­
tations are high that usage and interest will 
remain steady.
“Physical fitness is very important and 
we want to encourage everyone - students 
and faculty alike - to make use of the facil­
ities,” said Father Murphy.
“I’ve been pleased to see the number of 
students in the early morning and late night 
hours, since we’ve dramatically expanded 
our hours,” said Laprey. Overall, the fit­
ness center will be available 27 hours per 
week more than last year.
Additionally, Laprey said he hopes to 
offer various programming activities as the 
year progresses, including pilates, yoga, 
kickboxing, and personal training.
In conjunction with the new facility, two 
new positions were added within the 
department. Jaclyn Fontaine is the new 
assistant director of recreational sports and 
fitness, and a new graduate assistant has 
been hired as well. These new additions 
join a staff of 42 work-study students and 
three graduate assistants
Erin Lanni ’09 and Jenny Slom ’08 were 
among the student employees giving tours 
at the fitness center’s grand opening on 
Friday, Sept. 7. Tours were also given dur­
ing move-in days, so many parents were 
able to visit the building as well.
“Pretty much everything here is amaz­
ing,” said Lanni, who has worked in the 
recreation department since September 
2006 and is now a supervisor. “Anything at 
this point would have been an improve­
ment. I just hope everyone uses it to their 
full potential.”
Slom has been with the recreation depart­
ment since her freshman year in 2004.
“I remember when the cardio room 
was in this basement,” she said. “Now, 
we have this unbelievable facility. There 
are no lines, no waiting 30 minutes to 
get on a machine.”
Father Murphy said he hopes that 
easy access to the fitness center will 
lead to healthy lifestyle choices on cam­
pus.
“It gives [students] a very positive 
thing to do,” he said. “We want to keep 
it open late in the hope that they have a 
healthy, positive activity to do instead of 
going out and doing something 
unhealthy.”
Father Shanley agreed with the 
assessment, stressing the potential for 
the new facility “to enhance the health 
and well-being of the students.”
“I believe in the old Greek adage of a 
healthy mind and healthy body going 
together,” he said.
Both Laprey and Father Murphy did 
ask students for their patience while the 
staff and directors become acclimated to 
the new center.
“Its important for everyone to under­
stand that this first year is a work in 
progress,” said Father Murphy.
Throughout the day, a steady stream 
of students can be seen coming and 
going from the center. For the most part, 
they are unanimous in their enthusiasm 
for the new building.
“It’s great, infinitesimally times better 
than the old one,” said Anthony 
Sampino ’10. “It’s not so jam-packed, 
you’re not waiting in line to use your 
machine. It flows better, I guess you 
could say.”
“It’s such an upgrade, there’s so much 
more space,” agreed Matt Zampitella 
’09. “I’m very happy with the result.”
The new building has more than triple 
the floor space of its predecessor.
With a variety of new equipment 
organized by skill level and four work­
ers on duty at a time to assist, even the 
newest PC students are taking full 
advantage of the facility.
“I think it’s awesome. We live in 
McVinney so we look over and its like, 
motivation!” said Katie Kennedy ’ll.
“Everything is pretty much unreal,” 
agreed Amanda Whelan ’ll, who 
arrived in a group with Kennedy and 
other friends. “The TVs are key!”
There’s a sense of pride in what 
we’ve accomplished. A lot of 
people have put in a lot of 
hours on this.
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P.
Kennedy also pointed out that the 
center has become “its own social 
scene” where it is easy to meet and chat 
with other students.
Through a combination of hard work 
and dedication, it appears that the new 
fitness center will be a staple on campus 
for at least the foreseeable future.
“I’m really grateful to everybody for 
the generosity shown, and particularly 
to the Concannon family,” Father 
Shanley said. “A feel-good moment was 
walking [Mr. Concannon] through to see 
what his leadership gift provided.”
“There’s a sense of pride in what 
we’ve accomplished. A lot of people 
have put in a lot of hours on this,” he 
continued. “It’s a nice case of team­
work, everyone pulling together to get it 
done right. We’ve reached the point as 
an institution that we can pull off proj­
ects like this. I couldn’t be happier.”
Russia: Choir performs with top Russian groups
continued from front page
edge from the historical aspect, and it 
was very satisfying musically as well as 
culturally”, he said.
The group of 47 students, accompa­
nied by Holt and another faculty mem­
ber toured both cities quite extensively. 
Several family members and friends 
were also able to take part in this once in 
a lifetime opportunity. The Kremlin, St. 
Basil’s Cathedral, and the Summer and 
Winter Palaces of Peter the Great were 
only a few of the exquisite stops along 
the trip.
One of the highlights of the trip 
included a performance in Rachmaninov 
Hall, part of the Moscow Conservatory.
“We performed with the Moscow and 
St. Petersburg Conservatories and their 
vocal quality was amazing, and on the 
last night we saw the Moiseev Dance 
Ensemble which it was a combination of 
dancers performing folk dances from 
various countries,” said Darby.
Darby said she had quite a bleak pic­
ture of Russia in her mind, but was 
pleasantly surprised.
“I pictured a grey and dismal place, 
but it is so much more gorgeous than I 
thought it would ever be,” said Darby.
Right: Members of two of 
Providence College’s choirs in 
front of St. Basil’s in Russia. 
Students were in the country for 
eight days and performed with 
two of Russia’s top choirs.
PHOTO COURTESY OF NICOLE CHININIS ’09
SHOTS Students enjoy the President’s barbeque on Friday, Sept. 7, on Slavin Center lawn. During the event, tours 
of the new fitness center were conducted.
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So . . . how was your first week of
college?
“Super fun and super exciting!”
Ann Marie Blodgett ’ 11
“Nothing went wrong.”
Tom Salatto ’ll, Tom O’Connell ’ll
“Confusing. Stressful. Intimidating. Exciting. Fun!” 
Deanna Roncaidi ’ll, Kristen Carney ’ll, Courtney Lamberton ’ll, 
Amy Hogue ’ 11
“Scary and exciting. Mad sick, dude.”
Eric Still ’ll, John Looney ’ 11
“Stressful.”
Bethany Leonord ’ll, Katy sullivan ’ll, Chrissie Ferris ’ll, 
Caitlin Blakeley ’ 11
“It was pretty sweet.”
— Gonzo
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Mattel Recalls Toys Made in China
By Brett Corrigan ’09
World Staff
ASIA: CHINA
A string of product recalls has plagued 
the Asian economy since mid-summer. 
The recalls began with accusations that 
Chinese chemicals in American pet food 
products led to the illness of many 
American pets. These recalls, however, 
were denied by Chinese manufacturers.
The toy recalls, which began Aug. 2, 
were initiated by Mattel, the umbrella 
company which sells Barbie, Hot Wheels 
and Fisher Price products.
According to a press release from the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, the initial recall involved 
approximately 967,000 units, which were 
manufactured in China.
The products were found to have “sur­
face paints on the toys could contain 
excessive levels of lead. Lead is toxic if 
ingested by young children and can cause 
adverse health effects,” according to the 
USPC. Subsequent recalls from the Mattel 
company also occurred on Aug. 14 and 
Sept. 4, both involving products imported 
from China. Fortunately, the problem 
was detected before any serious injuries 
had occurred.
While communication seems to have 
been the culprit as to why these products 
were made and sold by Mattel, it does raise 
questions about the value of economic 
globalization. Companies are no longer in 
complete control of the materials being 
used to manufacture their products over­
seas, and some areas overseas are not com­
pletely up to speed with current safety 
standards in place in the United States.
As a result, tensions are high between 
toymakers in the United States, and
Ban Ki-Moon Urges Renewed Darfur Peace Talks
NYTIMES.COM
Workers in a toy factory in the Panyu, Guangdong province of China. China has 
been allowing journalists into such factories to show how the toys are made.
Chinese companies. According to a major 
Chinese media outlet, about 65 percent of 
Mattel’s products are produced in China, 
and “Chinese producers make these prod­
ucts solely based on the designs provided 
by foreign companies.”
Chinese producers also noted that 
although previously the materials were 
provided by the toy companies themselves, 
“currently they [the toy companies] 
allow...Chinese-made materials in order 
to cut costs. Consequently this makes qual­
ity monitoring more difficult.”
Although Mattel appears to have owned 
up to their mistakes in quality and safety 
control, the recall has led to some extreme 
reactions in China. Such a seemingly inno­
cent mistake of miscommunication has led 
to disaster for many poor workers and 
entrepreneurs in China. The company 
found to be the central manufacturer of the 
lead-ridden products, Lee Dur, fell apart at 
demands from Mattel for compensation for 
the potentially deadly mistakes, leading 
businessman Cheung Shu-hung to hang 
himself in the toy factory.
Officials are extremely concerned that 
the “Made in China” label which for years 
has been seen on countless products in 
America will now cause consumers to 
think twice when they shop, particularly in 
the upcoming holiday season, one of the 
biggest sales quarters for toy companies.
Should consumers turn away from 
Chinese products, the results could be 
dramatic for China, one of the world’s 
largest economies, second only to the 
United States.
According to the CIA Web site, China 
made an estimated $974 billion in exports 
in 2006; 21 percent of which were sent 
directly to the United States.
Were the fear of Chinese products to 
spread and become even more dramatic, 
the impact of these recalls could take a 
huge toll on the Chinese economy.




By Diana Gingles ’08
World Staff
AFRICA: SUDAN
The war-tom country of Sudan may see 
an end to the violence that has overcome 
Darfur for nearly four years.
On Sept. 6, United 
Nations Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon 
pleaded with military 
factions in Sudan and 
surrounding countries 
to end confrontations 
and come together to 
begin peace negotia­
tions.
Ban formally stated 
that peace talks would 
convene in Tripoli, 
Libya on Oct. 27.
Jan Eliasson and 
Salim Ahmend Salim, 
United Nations and 
African Union Special 
Envoys to Darfur, will advise the peace 
negotiations.
The announcement of the October 
peace talks was made by Ban when he 
appeared with Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan al-Bashir and Sudanese foreign 
minister Lam Akol in Khartoum.
The formal proposal was made on Ban’s 
first visit to Sudan.
Ultimately, the UN and African Union 
will create a hybrid group, called the 
United Nations-African Union Mission in 
Darfur, or UNAMID, in the next year.
UN.ORG
The New York Times reported that this 
group will eventually provide 26,000 
ground troops to help end violence and 
maintain peace in Darfur.
The conflict in Sudan began as a battle 
between ethnic African rebels and the 
Arab-dominated central government.
Since 2003, militias have raised the 
death toll in Darfur to an estimated 
200,000, though Sudanese officials refute 
that only 9,000 lives have been lost.
" —-------------------------
We must make this 
forthcoming political 
negotiation as a final stage 
for a final settlement.
Ban Ki-Moon 
United Nations Secretary General
-----------------------------,,
Although peace negotiations have been 
made in the past, they have not sustained, 
and violence has continued.
Since his term as the secretary general, 
Ban has put the brutality in Darfur on the 
top of his initiatives at the UN. The UN 
News Service said that Ban’s recent visit 
to Sudan and neighboring countries is an 
effort to “achieve a political solution to the 
crisis and to help create a secure environ­
ment that is conducive to negotiations.”
Unfortunately, Ban was unable to rouse 
the most powerful leader of the rebel fac­
tions, Abdel Wahid Mohammed Nur into 
cooperation with the peace talks. 
Nur refuses to take part in any peace 
negotiations.
However, Ban was successful in gather­
ing support from neighboring countries to 
Sudan in his visits to Libya and Chad. In 
Libya, Ban met with leader Moamer 
Kadhafi to gain support from the leader 
whose country boarders Sudan. In a state­
ment he made to the 
American Foreign 
Press, Ban also 
believes that coopera­
tion from Egypt, 
Eritrea, and Libya will 
help the negotiation 
process: “We must 
make this forthcoming 
political negotiation 
as a final stage for a 
final settlement.”
Despite the resist­
ance from rebel lead­
ers like Nur, assis­
tance from surround­
ing countries seems 
promising.
Emma Pietrantonio ’08 believes that 
“Any dialogue is good dialogue. It gives 
parties a right to speak and everyone can 
come to the table.” Ban’s insistence of 
involvement in Sudan’s neighboring coun­
tries sounds hopeful because “discussion 
between the countries will help create 
pressure on the rebel factions,” says 
Kayleigh Pratt ’08.
Hopefully, the communication among 
countries combined with UNAMID and 
the persistence of Ban will finally halt the 
violence in Darfur.




“We don’t trust China ever since 
they took Jack Bauer.”
Meredith Noonan ’08 
&
Lauren Diekroger ’08
Compiled by Jared Baer ’08
World
September 13, 2007
Do you still feel comfortable 
buying and using products made 
in China?
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Rhode Island Legalizes Marijuana
The state of Rhode Island has taken 
another step in following the example of 
America’s northern Canadian neighbors. 
The medical marijuana legislation became 
law in January of 2006 on a one year trial 
basis, but then became official over the 
summer despite Governor Carcieri’s veto, 
according to The Providence Journal.
The legislation, entitled the Edward O. 
Hawkins and Thomas C. Slater Medical 
Marijuana Act, allows any person suffer­
ing a debilitating disease, such as AIDS or 
multiple sclerosis, to obtain a medical mar­
ijuana ID card and posses, at most, 12 
plants and 2.5 ounces of the drug while 
being assisted by a state certified "care 
giver" who supplies the drug to the patient.
According to the State Department of 
Health, 302 patients and 316 caregivers are 
currently enrolled in the controversial pro­
gram.
National
Gray Whale Killed by Mekah Indians
A hunting party of Mekah Tribal 
Council members shot a gray whale off the 
coast of Washington with a twelve gauge 
machine gun. The tribe is allowed to hunt 
the gray whale species due to governmen­
Week in Review
Compiled by Jared Ozga ’09
tal agreements, but the way in which the 
whale was killed has been deemed “unac­
ceptable” by the U.S. Coast Guard, and 
CNN has reported that the five men sus­
pected of the act are being held in custody.
A statement the Council released on 
Sunday read, “We are a law-abiding peo­
ple, and we will not tolerate lawless con­
duct by any of our members.”
Wayne Johnson, the captain of the 
hunting party told The Times that he had 
no regrets.
International
Hurricane Felix Causes Destruction
The effects of hurricane Felix are being 
tallied up. According to Albelino Cox, 
spokesman for the Regional Emergency 
Commitee of Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua, 
95 Nicaraguans have perished in the cate­
gory five hurricane so far. Nicaragua felt 
the greatest effects of Hurricane Felix, 
although neighboring Honduras was also 
devastated by flooding.
According to BBC, it is feared that 
many more bodies will be found in the 
ocean and along the shore. The natives of 
the area, the Miskito Indians, derive most 
of their income from lobster fishing. As a 
result, many of the victims of the hurri­
cane were on their boats when the it hit.
The United Nations Food Programme has 
sent more than five tons of food aid to 
Puerto Cabezas.
Technology
Apple Announces New iPods
Riding on the commercial success of 
the new iPhone, Apple recently released 
its newest iPod model, the iPod Touch. 
This new version employs a touch screen 
display, a web browser option, as well as 
the expected musical storage space. As 
touted on Apple’s web site, the iTouch 
comes in 8GB and 16GB models starting 
at $299. Also released was the redesigned 
Nano which now has video capacity. The 
Nanos also comes in two models, 8GB 
and 16GB, starting at $149. For those 
seeking more storage, the classic iPod is 
now available with 160GB of storage, 
enough for 40,000 songs. Finally, the 
Shuffle comes in four new colors.
Steve Jobs also announced a price 
reduction of Apple’s iPhone, to the dis­
may of many of Apple’s loyalist cus­
tomers. In an effort to curb criticism, 
Apple is offering those who purchased the 
iPhone at the higher price a $100 store 
credit, and a rebate to those who pur­





By Amanda Silk ’08
World News Editor
The Sheffield Teaching Hospitals 
Foundation Trust in the United 
Kingdom has banned its nurses from 
wearing Crocs. Although Crocs were 
first developed for use in hospitals and 
are actively marketed to nurses, they 
pose safety concerns.
The shoes, designed with holes on the 
top, raised concerns that syringes, 
blood, or other fluid can fall though the 
holes and cause infection. Furthermore, 
Crocs do not comply with the hospital’s 
dress code.
A hospital in Sweden banned Crocs 
last year after numerous instances of 
static electricity buildup and its release 
into medical equipment.
German Officials Arrest Men Involved in Terror
By Christopher Mitchell ’09
World Staff
EUROPE: GERMANY
As the sixth anniversay of the 
September 11 attacks passes, the threat of 
terrorist attack once again becomes a 
heightened concern, one that is certainly 
not exclusive to the United States.
This became the sobering realization 
of German officials last Tuesday as three 
men, two German converts to Islam and 
one Turkish citizen, were arrested for 
stockpiling materials that officials say 
would have been used to create very 
potent explosive devices, including sev­
eral detonators and about 1,500 pounds of 
hydrogen peroxide.
These potential weapons would have 
essentially been the same ones used in the 
coordinated 2005 bombings of London 
during rush hour, which left 50 civilians 
and four terrorists dead. *
“I assume that the goal of these attacks 
was to achieve the highest possible num­
ber of victims in Germany,” said Joerg 
Ziercke, the head of Germany’s Federal 
Crime Office, to BBC.
Although it is hardly doubted that the 
attacks were to take place in Germany, 
investigators maintain that primarily 
American targets, such as Ramstein Air 
Base, were the focus of the plot.
The perpetrators were guided primarily 
by a “profound hatred of US citizens,” 
Ziercke claims. This observation follows 
the findings that have been made during a 
nine-month long investigation of the sus­
pects, which confirmed that the individu­
als belonged to a recognized terrorist 
group known as the Islamic Jihad Union, 
an organization linked to al Qaeda.
RUSSIATODAY.RU RtKMSTEIN.AF.MIL
Left to Right: One of the accused terror suspects being escorted off a helicopter 
by police. Ramstein Air Force Base in Germany, one of the suspected targets.
It had also been confirmed that these 
and other men had received explosives 
training in Pakistan, three of whom are 
still at large.
The sudden news of this “foiled plot” 
has left many Germans and Europeans 
stunned, despite the warnings that have 
been made over the years by German min­
isters, who maintained that the likelihood 
of such an event was significant due to the 
presence of 3,000 German troops in 
Afghanistan.
This raid was one of two terrorist arrests 
made that Tuesday. However, as it was 
also reported that eight people were arrest­
ed in Denmark under suspicion of plan­
ning a bomb attack in connection to al 
Qaeda. Six of those suspects were Danish 
citizens with Middle Eastern backgrounds.
So far no connection between the two 
terrorist cells has been announced.
With the ripple-effect of September 11 
and its resulting war on terror, still very 
much a reality, the recent arrests in 
Germany impact the feeling of safety and 
security of American citizens.
Dana Mario ’09 said that none of the 
events since 9/11 made any impact on how 
safe he felt.
“It doesn’t matter who you are or where 
you live,” he asserts, “someone’s always 
out to get you. All you can really do is... 
keep going on with your life.”
Christina MacDonnell ‘08 claims to feel 
slightly less safe now, but not for obvious 
reasons.
“When September 11 happened back in 
2001,1 was only in the tenth grade of high 
school... I think that as you mature, [safe­
ty] becomes more of a ‘real’ concept.”
Going beyond the scope of mere terror­
ist acts, however, more and more people 
are also tracing the potential causes behind 
them, specifically, the current relation­
ships countries hold with their existing 
Muslim communities.
As radical Islamic movements continue 
to plague the West, many scholars charge 
that Western Europe remains unaccepting 
of their Muslim minorities, making them 
vulnerable to extremism.
Peter O’Brien, a professor at Trinity 
University, spoke at UCLA, declaring that 
a “wave of xenophobia” has developed in 
Europe over the past decade, as reported 
by the UCLA International Institute.
Yet many intelligence experts don’t 
believe that this sentiment exists in the 
United States.
“Most Muslims in America think of 
themselves as Americans,” Charlie Allen, 
Intelligence Chief of Homeland Security, 
stated to Newsweek.
With Muslim Americans being success­
ful examples of western Muslims in terms 
of political and socioeconomic equity, per­
haps 9/11 should serve as a reminder of 
what we continue to do right.
By Amanda Silk ’08, World News Editor
Democrats: Oprah and Obama
Oprah Winfrey’s seal of approval can 
seemingly make or break anything from 
books, to movies, to actors. Now Oprah 
is trying her hand at politics.
Last May, Oprah announced her sup­
port for Democratic candidate Sen. 
Barack Obama (IL) on Larry King Live.
It seems that for once in politics, 
Oprah’s endorsement is more important 
than money, as she can assist his cam­
paign effectively without donating even 
one cent.
On Saturday, Sept. 8, Oprah hosted a 
slew of young Hollywood celebrities at 
her Montecito, Calif., home for an Obama 
fundraiser.
More than 1,500 guests attended the 
sold-out $2,300 per ticket event, raising 
approximately $3 million.
The Washington Post reports that some 
notable guests included Cindy Crawford, 
Linda Evans, Dennis Haysbert, Chris 
Rock, Forest Whitaker, and Stevie 
Wonder. Further, it was speculated that 
Will Smith, Halle Berry, and Jamie Foxx 
were scheduled to attend.
Obama has already found great support 
from Hollywood stars and, due to events 
like these, California has quickly become 
Obama’s greatest fundraising state.
It is believed that Oprah’s support of 
Obama will most effect Sen. Clinton (NY) 
as Oprah undoubtedy influences many 
women, who are some of Clinton’s 
strongest supporters.
Republicans: Thompson Is In
On Wednesday, Sept. 4, former senator 
Fred Thompson (TN) announced his can­
didacy for the Republican presidential 
nomination on NBC’s Tonight Show with 
Jay Leno.
The television announcement is fitting 
given the former senator’s experience as 
an actor on Law & Order.
It has been speculated for months that 
Thompson would enter the race, and his 
fellow Republican candidates were quick 
to react at the New Hampshire debate on 
Wednesday.
Most notably, Sen. John McCain (AZ) 
commented on Thompson’s absence from 
the debate saying, “Maybe we’re up past 
his bedtime;” and Rudolph Giuliani quib­
bled, “I think Fred is a really, really good 
man. I think he’s done a pretty good job of 
playing my role on Law & Order, as quot­
ed by The Washington Post.
Thompson’s entrance into the race may 
pose major problems for the rest of the 
candidates given his popularity.
However, his late entrance has handi­
capped his campaign’s ability to organize 
in early voting states. Further, his cam­
paign organization has had a tumultuous 
summer with many notable staff depar­
tures. Republican consultant Greg Mueller 
told The Washington Post, “How he does 
in debates, his first commercial, appear­
ances on major talk shows, how he han­
dles issue questions in the media. . . . The 
first three weeks are going to make or 
break the Thompson campaign.”





Teachers Teach Valuable Lesson
Teachers ’ unions go on strike showing the power of negotiations
Hello, Juan
by Andrew Sparks ’09
Commentary Staff
What’s in a name, anyway? In 
Venezuela that has become a loaded
question, especially in light of a new bill 
introduced two weeks ago to the 
National Assembly 
in Caracas. If 
passed, this bill 
would prohibit the
INTERNATIONAL
age-old practice of giving unique names 
to children in favor of 100 government 
approved names listed in the bill.
Names such as Tutankamen, Ronald 
Reagan, and Kerbert will soon be out­
lawed if President Hugo Chavez has his 
way. The practice of unique naming is 
common throughout Latin America, but 
has peaked in Venezuela. The Name Bill 
aims at preserving the “integral develop­
ment of the child” (i.e. prevent ridicule) 
and “preventing doubts about the name 
bearer’s gender.”
As The New York Times points out, 
however, “the issue is also politicized, 
given President Chavez’s gusto for 
renaming things” such as changing the 
former “Avenida Paez” in Caracas to 
“Avenida Tehran” in a nod to Iran.
The political hue of this issue goes 
deeper still, as it is the sole right of the 
parents to decide what to name their 
child, and not the government’s. 
Without a doubt, some of the aforemen­
tioned names are tasteless and tacky, but 
the government’s supposed concerns for 
child-development and gender clarifica­
tion lack merit. That is because the prac­
tice is so widespread and common that 
ridicule is not an issue, and gender clar­
ification is resolved by the 
“male/female” check boxes on official 
documents.
Quite simply, such a personal matter 
as a child’s name should inherently be 
left to the discretion of the parents, 
rather than having to be condescending­
ly guided by the government’s arbitrary 
list of 100 names.
Moreover, if this bill were passed into 
law, it would be only another brick in 
the totalitarian wall that Chavez is 
building. This bill takes on an impor­
tance beyond itself when coupled with 
Chavez’s recent replacement of RCTV— 
the second largest Venezuelan TV chan­
nel—with a state channel in May of this 
year. This arbitrary action by Chavez was 
opposed by 70 percent of Venezuelans 
according to a Datanalisis poll.
Furthermore, the Law on the Social 
Responsibility of Radio & Television 
has placed the schedules, programs and 
content of private radio and television at 
the mercy of the Chavez-run govern­
ment. This, paired with a decree by 
Chavez in 2007 mandating the deporta­
tion of any foreign visitors to Venezuela 
who criticize himself or his administra­
tion, clearly shows the dire situation of 
Venezuelan government.
Strangely enough, Chavez, a foreign 
visitor to the United States, called 
President Bush “the Devil himself’ while 
at the UN in New York, according to the 
New York Times. Imagine if our president 
demanded his deportation; surely, in such 
a case, the international community 
would cry for “freedom of speech.” Why 
haven’t they done so in this case? The 
increasingly totalitarian actions of 
Chavez and his cronies in the National 
Assembly demand serious attention. The 
Name Bill is only one small symptom of 
an incredibly sick system.
by Betsy Rouleau ’08
Commentary Staff
EDUCATION
If you are a Providence College student 
who reads the Providence Journal, you 
might have skipped over the recent articles 
about strikes in the Rhode Island school 
districts of Tiverton and East Greenwich. 
In that case, you might want to skip over 
this article, too.
But you just might want to keep reading. 
You are a student and may eventually have 
children in public school districts. Yes, you, 
PC Student Reading The Cowl in Raymond 
Cafe Over A Plate of Smiley Fries. One day 
you may be the president of your child’s 
PTA—and the issue of teacher unions may 
be a very important thing indeed.
Many communities in Rhode Island have 
been discussing the recent contract negotia­
tions, and many people have grumbled about 
the teachers’ refusal to work when their 
requests are not met. These complaints, how­
ever, represent a lack of understanding of the 
politics and thinking behind these strikes.
Teacher unions are labor unions that 
exist to protect teachers in public 
schools across the country. Each city 
tends to have its own union for the 
teachers in that city, and there are also 
two national teachers’ unions: The 
National Education Association and the 
American Federation of Teachers. 
Parents and union critics complain that 
teacher unions protect bad teachers, 
negotiate inferior'contracts, raise taxes, 
and only hurt the student in the long run 
because of those “ridiculous and unnec­
essary strikes.”
Unions bargain for better salaries and ben­
efits, but better salaries and benefits can do 
much for the profession of education. 
Financially secure teachers can give them­
selves more fully to their students. Higher 
salaries and reasonable benefits can attract 
more people to the profession, allowing prin­
cipals and administrators to select from a
These are a Few of My Favorite Things
Find out what puts the “pro ” in Providence on campus and around town
by Jackie Kramer ’10 
Commentary Staff
It is good to be back at Providence 
College. Since I was considering transfer­
ring, most people who know me would be 
surprised to hear me say 
 that, but it’s true. Summer
Social' was great, but I found
myself looking forward to 
sophomore year here and missing some of 
the best things about the school and our city. 
Naturally, I compiled a list of a few of my 
favorite things, so hopefully you can enjoy 
them too:
The Concannon Fitness Center. The sec­
ond I walked into our newest edition to 
campus, I fell in love. The building is gor­
geous; there’s no doubt that it will bring 
much positive attention to our school. And 
all those machines! I’m never going to have 
to wait 30 minutes for a treadmill ever 
again—and now I can watch Oprah while I 
work up a sweat.
Water Pressure'. Sure, we have to wear 
shoes in the shower, but it’s nice to have 
more than a trickle of water hitting me when 
I wash. Back home, it takes me 20 minutes 
to get all that shampoo out of my hair.
Ramen Noodles: Eating them at home is 
not the same as eating them in your dorm. 
more qualified pool of applicants.
When budget cuts tempt administrators to 
make changes in all of the wrong places, 
unions raise the opinions of the teachers. For 
instance, monetary reductions could normal­
ly lead to larger classes and less attention for 
each student. A teacher union could fight 
such a ruling and keep class numbers at a 
practical level, thus keeping educational 
quality high for students.
Teacher unions also orchestrate profes­
sional development seminars to help educa­
tors hone their skills and stay abreast of new 
skills, resources, and methods of teaching. 
Furthermore, teacher unions protect teach­
ers’ rights and develop a sense of respect and 
appreciation for their efforts. Because teach­
ers can turn to their union leaders if they are 
bullied by a principal or administrator or if 
their needs are not met, they feel supported 
and empowered. Furthermore, like the prac­
tice of tenure, unions give educators the pro­
tection to be inventive and creative in their 
classrooms. Teachers with a sense of securi­
ty are better teachers, and it is their students 
that benefit in the long run.
"--------------------------------------------------
I watched [teachers] slip 
money to students who had 
forgotten their lunches and 
I watched them stay 
until every child had a 
safe ride home.
-----------------------------------"
National teacher unions fight for educa­
tional reform around the country: They 
advocate legislation that will raise student 
achievement standards, they create literacy 
programs, and they stock library shelves in 
poor or disaster-tom regions.
And of course, it is the teacher unions that 
orchestrate strikes. Strikes, while raising eye­
brows and complaints among parents and 
union critics, are necessary evils. Rhode 
Island’s Michaelson Act allows teacher 
unions to bargain with school committees, 
but does not offer any solutions or sugges­
tions beyond that negotiation power. If the
Just think: A complete meal in just under 
four minutes without leaving the comfort of 
your room.
The Mall: Clearly the greatest structure in 
all downtown Providence, our mall suits all 
my shopping, eating, and movie-going 
needs. Providence Place is so good that a 
friend of mine comes all the way down from 
College of the Holy Cross just to shop there. 
Just try to restrain me if we’re ever walking 
past the Coach store together, please!
Thayer Street: This gem of a street has all 
types of good things to do. The coffee and 
tea houses provide great lounging places 
where you can read your books from the 
Brown University Bookstore. The restau­
rants provide a reasonably priced range of 
deliciousness—from Chinese to Italian to 
American and to Thai. And the clothing 
stores, art shops and vintage stores are the 
epitome of urban hip.
Wickenden Street: Even more secret than 
Thayer, this street is home to the cafes, 
antique shops, and classic record and video 
stores. It’s within walking distance of the 
river which is always nice for an afternoon 
stroll, and The Coffee Exchange, a large 
organic coffee house, is like coffee heaven 
for someone like me.
Cafe 412: I’ve heard only great things 
about the newly resurrected little restaurant, 
and I can’t wait to try it out for myself. 
groups cannot come to a settlement, a 
teacher’s only bargaining chip is his or her 
work. Thus, a strike becomes necessary. 
Strikes serve to call attention to the disputes 
within the community, and in theory, to speed 
negotiations. Can a strike lasting several days 
severely hurt the children of a district? 
Absolutely not. A three-day strike such as the 
one that occurred last week in East 
Greenwich will not affect a student’s educa­
tion in the least. In Rhode Island’s own histo­
ry, school has been canceled for over a week 
for inclement weather, and adjustments are 
made in lesson schedules to accommodate 
situations such as these. Furthermore, Rhode 
Island law mandates that students attend 
school for 180 days each year. Students will 
make up missed strike days, the same way 
they would make up a snow day.
I am a child of parents who have held 
numerous educational positions, including 
those of teacher, guidance counselor, vice 
principal, principal, and school district 
administrator. I am a student who 
missed—and made up—school days dur­
ing my childhood in a district faced with 
occasional strikes. Finally, I myself am a 
student of teaching. In January, I will enter 
the profession as a student teacher.
Call me biased in this piece, because 
I very well may be. But you may also 
call me informed. In my various 
practicum experiences, I have watched 
my cooperative teachers closely. I 
watched them slip money to students 
who had forgotten their lunches and I 
watched them stay until every child had 
a safe ride home. I watched them pull 
late hours to correct papers and give up 
entire weekends to design lessons. I 
watched them coach sports, direct musi­
cals, meet difficult standards and man­
dates, endure screaming parents, and 
still manage to stand up in front of their 
classes each day with a warm welcome. 
The teachers are on the front lines with 
America’s students: Encouraging, stim­
ulating, and guiding. How can we 
begrudge them their unions and their 
strikes, when we know that their hearts 
lie with our nation’s children?
McPhail’s: Shooting pool with my 
friends is one of my favorite ways to put off 
doing work. It’s a great place to hang out, 
watch some TV or grab a milkshake and 
some popcorn. Plus, all of the events held at 
McPhail’s are usually fun and free; two of 
my favorite things.
Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel: If you can’t find 
me, I’m probably in The Cowl office. If you 
still can’t find me, check Lupo’s. 
Providence’s home for alternative music has 
an amazing lineup of bands and acts this year 
and I hope to be at most of them.
Waterfire: I’ve always longed for a cute 
upperclassman to sweep me off my feet. And 
the perfect first date scenario? Dinner at 
Joe’s or The Cheesecake Factory, a rose pur­
chased from a street vendor, and the evening 
spent downtown enjoying our city’s unique 
summer event. It’s just as fun with your 
friends if you want to take it easy on a 
Saturday night.
Sports Games: OK, so we don’t have a 
football team. That’s no big deal when you 
consider all the other awesome sporting 
events. The raw energy found in the Dunkin 
Donut’s Center for basketball games or at 
Schneider Arena for hockey is an amazing 
source of spirit and unity, and I cannot wait 
to bask in all that Friar glory again.
So there you are, PC kids. Now go out and 
enjoy our little city!
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Oops! Britney Did It 
Again: Please, Don’t Hit 
Us Baby One More Time
I was 11 years old when she released 
her first hit single “Baby One More 
Time.” Since that day, Britney Spears 
seemed to be on the fast track to the top. 
She instantly became a young girl’s role 
model. She was beautiful, thin, she 
could dance, and somewhere behind all 
the lip syncing, she must have been able 
to carry a tune. She was also dating teen 
heartthrob Justin Timberlake from 
N’Sync. She was the triple threat 
America had been waiting for.
I won’t lie, when rocking out to 
“Soda-pop” with my hairbrush as a 
microphone, my bed as a stage, and my 
reading lamp as a spotlight, I dreamt of 
one day becoming just like Britney.
Soon after deciding I would like to be 
the next Britney Spears I pursued my 
dream trying out for the school play 
Annie, and taking a dance class.
When I lost the role as Annie and did 
horribly in my hip-hop class, I decided it 
would be wise to go down the academic 
route instead, just in case my superstar 
career didn’t work out.
Good thing I did. As much as I have 
faith that my karaoke skills would have 
gone far, I was glad to be here at 
Providence College rather than up on 
that stage at the Video Music Awards 
last Sunday, September 9.
While watching the opening of the 
awards ceremony, my friends and I 
cringed to see Spears come out lip sync­
ing with her mouth only opening enough 
to look like she was whispering to the 
dancer next to her. Spears, who once 
dominated the stage with confidence, 
was like a nervous school girl at a dance 
recital. I thought maybe she was con­
centrating too hard on her dance moves 
that were normally strong and sharp. 
Again, I was wrong. Her moves seemed 
to be ones that the normal eighth grader 
masters at school dances. Anyone over 
the age of seven could have performed 
better than Spears did that night.
Last year, when there were rumors of 
a Britney comeback, I .cheered her on 
thinking she could really do it. 
Remembering a time when she had all 
the potential in the world made me con­
fident that she could truly make a come­
back and return to her height. All the 
bad publicity would have been erased 
and everyone would have welcomed the 
once untouchable princess into their 
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lives once again.
But, then she went and popped out 
two babies, raised them recklessly, 
shaved her head allegedly to avoid drug 
testing, and unsuccessfully went to 
rehab, among other things, all of which 
seemed to be part of some sort of men­
tal breakdown. If there was once a hope 
for a comeback, her actions in the past 
years and her performance this past 
week has made it clear that this is the 
end of the road for young Spears.
Many performers and actors who gain 
their fame at a young age end up with 
severe problems later in life. Just look at 
Lindsay Lohan, Mary Kate Olsen, and 
Jodie Sweetin. But, what makes them go 
off the deep end?
In Spears’ case, I think that she was 
merely thrown into this lifestyle and 
brought a lot of selfish people with her. 
I think what has happened to her, could 
happen to any teen if given the chance.
She was doing very well for herself; 
I’m sure the people benefiting did not 
care about her as long as she continued 
signing their paychecks. In fact, they 
were probably much more willing to let 
her do anything she wanted, good or 
bad, because if they told her to stop, 
Spears could fire them with a wave of 
her manicured hand. She was a child 
with too much power.
The fact that none of us has ended up 
like Spears and are all here at PC is truly 
a compliment to our parents or any dis­
ciplinarian we may have had in our 
lives. Whether you thought they were 
justified or not for making rules and not 
letting you do anything you wanted to 
like Spears, it says a lot about how much 
they actually cared for you.
Granted, you cannot fire your parents, 
but 10 to 20 years from now when your 
teen is screaming that they hate you and 
they think your rules are stupid, I am 
sure you will find yourself sounding like 
your parents and discover that parenting 
isn’t a walk in the park and it seems to 
take a certain kind of strength that 
comes with the undying love for a child. 
Not having that kind of support or 
guidelines herself, it is no wonder 
Spears has been so reckless with her 
own children.
Personally, I am grateful that my par­
ents noticed that my untapped potential 
as a teen superstar was better left bottled 
up inside me and allowed me to lead a 
normal childhood, singing off key on 
my bed with my hairbrush and lamp, 
and letting the real singers make the big 
bucks, and mistakes.
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Tangents and Tirades
He’s leavin’ on a jet plane. Al Gore, who was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize in recog­
nition of his tireless service to the environment, was recently caught on tape exiting a gas guz­
zling private jet. The tape was aired this weekend on the Fox News Channel with the commen­
tator of the piece calling him part of the “Leer jet liberal” crowd. This hypocrisy is nothing new 
as evidence emerged last year that Gore’s Tennessee mansion uses as much electricity in one 
year as the average American home does in twelve. Such behavior is the standard for liberal 
elite whose motto has always been “Do as 1 say, not as I do.” While Gore wants you to stop 
global warming, which he claims is man-made, with personal sacrifice, don’t expect him to 
live up to the same standard. He’s way too important.—Mark Scirocco ’10
American dream is full of flavor. One of the biggest highlights for me this past summer was 
seeing Public Enemy live in concert at Randall’s Island in New York. They played all their hits, 
they brought the house down, and Flavor Flav continued to establish himself as certifiably 
insane. After refusing to leave the stage and talking over the rest of the band in order to thank 
the audience for making all his VH1 shows break records, he finished up by yelling “Yeeaahhh, 
boyyy!!!” for 10 minutes. Then he busted out a lengthy drum solo long after everyone else left 
the stage and the audience had stopped listening. Even though it was hilarious—a lot fun­
nier than sitting through his Comedy Central Roast—the popularity of Flavor Flav never 
ceases to astound me. He is one of the strangest looking men on the face of the Earth and 
a bizarre example of the American Dream; but still, I’d like to see you have two reality 
shows named after you in which gaggles of women worship the ground you walk on for 
no reason. You know, I bet that if we all just sat back and looked at ourselves in the mir­
ror, we would find that there is a little bit of Flavor Flav in all of us. Sure, he is not exact­
ly a role model, but he sure must be enjoying life, and I cannot help but admire the man 
for that.—Aiden Redmond ’08
Bookstore prices leave students out in the rain. I heard that it was going to rain this week 
so I went to the bookstore to buy a jacket and maybe pick up an umbrella. I looked around and 
found exactly what I was looking for; but when I went to check the prices, I found that the 
jacket cost $40 and the umbrella cost $22. That’s $62 just to avoid getting wet! I could go to 
CVS and buy a poncho for $.99.1 would look ridiculous and forever be known around cam­
pus as that “poncho-kid,” but it would be worth it because a tsunami is going to have to hit 
Providence before I’ll pay over $5 just to stay dry.—Andy Kowal ’10
DO YOU HAVE AN OPINION? 
CAN YOU WRITE FULL  SENTENCES? 
If SO. WE HAVE A jOB FOR YOU! 
COMMENTARY If NOW Hiring  FOR 
WRITING POSITIONS! COME  TO SLAVIN 
G05 ACROSS FROM  McPhail's  and 
GRAB AN APPLICATION TODAY!
Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let­
ters to the editor from all members of the 
Providence College community, as well as outside 
contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name, 
signature, a phone number, and an e-mail address 
where he or she can be reached. Articles will be 
printed as space permits. Anyone whose letter is 
given consideration for publication will be con­
tacted by the Commentary editor to verify the 
author and confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in 
length. Guest commentaries should be limited to 
700 words in length, and only one will be pub­
lished per week. The Cowl editorial board and its 
administrative supervisors reserve the right to edit 
articles for space and clarity. If there is a portion 
you specifically wish to remain unchanged, howev­
er, please inform the editor-in-chief. Letters to the 
editor are the opinions of the writer only and do 
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed 
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to 
549 River Avenue, Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin 
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at 
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@provi- 
dence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in 
Slavin G05. Call 401-856-2214 with any questions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by 
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition 
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to:
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence, 
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UMMER
by Chris Tompkins ’09 
Asst. A&E Editor
It is not unusual to be drawn to a movie 
theater during the summer months. The 
sun and heat can be overwhelming, and 
what better place is there to hide from the 
elements than in a cool, 
MOVIE dark theater complete
FEATURE with sticky floors and
low light that add to a 
cave-like aura? With that said, one can see 
why I enjoyed spending more than two 
hundred dollars on movie tickets this sum­
mer.
These months have never been known 
for quality in output. The studios usually 
wait until closer to Oscar time to throw 
their best stuff at the masses. However, 
there is something to be said for the sum­
mer blockbuster and lighthearted comedy 
that is commonly associated with the sea­
son. This summer provided some great 
surprises but sadly, they were few.
The comedy released this summer was 
pretty typical. Movies like License to Wed, 
Evan Almighty, and Hot Rod were not par­
ticularly surprising in their approach or 
reception, but a few really shattered the 
mold with something fresh.
Judd Apatow directed and produced two 
of the funniest films I have seen in recent 
years. Knocked Up and Superbad are cer­
tainly a welcome break from an Adam 
Sandler style approach to comedy. These 
movies are great for the same reason that 
The Office or Aqua Teen are great. They 
are set up with a basic plot line for the 
actors to follow with a lot of quality script­
ed setups, but most of the stuff we are 
laughing at is improvised. This lends to a 
unique delivery of jokes that comes across 
as very realistic with authentically awk­
ward moments of pause. At the same time, 
the things that are actually being said are 
so surprising and witty that it is hard to 
believe the actors are able to perform with 
such sobriety.
Another great comedy brought to select 
theaters this summer was written and 
directed by the same guy that brought you 
Stella and Wet Hot American Summer. 
David Wain has an alternative comic style 
similar to Apatow, however he tends to be 
a tad more silly and surreal. The Ten is set 
up as a sketch film showing ten different 
stories, each representing one of the Ten 
Commandments. The overarching theme 
of the film is that Christians or Jews should 
question the true meanings of each mortal 
sin. Of course though, each story is 
absolutely ridiculous and hysterical.
Summer is also the season for sequels 
and this year was no different than those 
past. In fact, six of the top 10 grossing 
films worldwide this year are sequels, five 
of which were released during the summer. 
I personally did not enjoy many of these 
movies but a few were marvelous. Films 
like Live Free or Die Hard and The Bourne 
Ultimatum were not particularly enriching 
experiences but enjoyable nonetheless. 
Both were very visually oriented with ter­
rifically executed chase and fight scenes. 
The new Die Hard installment was actual­
ly veiy funny at times. I don’t know what 
it is about the buddy cop genre but I just 
have a soft spot for it in my heart, especial­
ly if Bruce Willis is involved.
MOVIE
REVIEW
Everything else this year was a bit of a 
miss. The season could have gone without 
trying to salvage the Fantastic Four disas­
ter from a couple years ago, Oceans 13 
was cute but pointless, and Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At Worlds End was a terrible 
novelty. It’s hard to take Chow Yun-Fet, 
Bill Nighy, and Keith Richards seriously 
when thrown into a convoluted mix of 
creatures and witches: Even if it is sup­
posed to be cheery fun there is just a point 
when one becomes dizzy.
There were also a couple other 
Blockbuster releases this summer that do 
not fall under the sequels category but are 
worth mentioning. Transformers for one 
was a great surprise. Shia LaBeouf led an 
all-star cast through an interesting take on 
the popular action figure series. This 
movie, like Die Hard, was just action and 
fun with a few laughs throughout. LaBeouf 
was very funny at times, playing the awk­
ward teen role as if he actually got the crap 
kicked out of him in high school. The 
robots were originally designed, while at 
the same time maintaining similar charac­
teristics to the original ‘84 series and ‘86 
animated movie.
Stardust, I think is also worth a nod. 
Based on the comic book genius Neil 
Gaiman’s ’99 illustrated classic, this fanta­
sy flick easily rivals Willow or Labyrinth 
for uniqueness in content and epic quality. 
Anyone who appreciates the genre or 
Gaiman’s other works should make a point 
to see this film. Bob De Niro also makes a 
hilarious off color appearance as a gay 
zeppelin pirate and seriously, who doesn’t 
love Claire Danes or Sienna Miller?
So we have made it through the summer, 
but just because it isn’t 80 degrees does not 
mean you should avoid the cinema. Fall is 
the best season for film and this year 
should be no different. Films like 3:10 to 
Yuma have already started off the season 
with a bang. With this stunning throwback 
western one can definitely see how the sea­
sons have begun to change.
Though the film boasts some big names 
and promises melee action, one can really 
tell that the gloss of a summer popcorn 
flick is not really there. It’s not a particu­
larly comfortable film. 3:10 does not make 
you feel happy or fulfilled by any means. 
However, it is probably the greatest west­
ern released since Jim Jarmusch’s Dead 
Man or Clint Eastwood’s Unforgiven. That 
means at least ten years have gone by with­
out an acceptable western. Some may have 
argued prior to this film that it was a dead 
genre but 3:10 has certainly salvaged the 
once prominent art form.
This is just a taste folks. Welcome back 
to school and welcome back to the Oscar 
chase.
ENTERTAINMENT
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Movies
If you come from a typical suburban 
city/town, going to “the movies” for you 
should mean going to the standard big­
screen multiplex. Even if the theater adver­
tises itself as a deluxe theater and has a 
player piano in its lobby, (as the theater 
does in my suburbia), it is no different than 
the un-deluxe multiplex. They all show the 
same movies picked by a board of musta­
chioed studio executives. A bigger city 
(I’m referring to Providence) offers you 
the opportunity to expand your definition 
of going to “the movies.”
The Avon Cinema on Thayer Street 
(founded in 1938, so it has that old-theater 
feel) mostly shows independent and for­
eign films. During the pre-Oscar season
you should find many of the nominated 
films showing here. I had always wanted 
to attend a midnight movie at The Avon 
(usually classic or cult movies), but it 
seems they cancelled this special feature 
over the summer. The floor is a bit grimy. 
Otherwise I like everything about the 
Avon, including its restrooms.
The Cable Car Cinema shows, like the 
Avon, mostly independent and foreign 
fare. The Cable Car is probably my 
favorite theater in Providence mainly 
because it has couches instead of seats. I 
wish every movie theater had couches. 
Other amenities: The Cable Car offers live 
acoustic music before some showings, and 
also hosts several annual festivals, such as
its Latin American Film Festival, which 
runs from Sept. 24 to 28.
Providence does have its share of multi­
plexes and as much as I love indie film I 
admit that I visit the Providence Place 
Cinemas 16 more often than the Avon or 
the Cable Car. In my last year here, 
though, I think I’ll resolve to make the 
opposite true, because before long I may 
be back to a suburban city/town that adver­
tises a deluxe movie experience where it’s 
nothing more than ordinary (and so may 
you; four years fly by).
P.S. There’s an IMAX theater at 
Providence Place. I’ve never been, but if 
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Credits
Theater
A prime example of art and entertain­
ment available to any Providence College 
student can be found right on lower cam­
pus. The Smith Center hosts several per­
formances worth the trek down Guzman 
Hill and are thankfully quite inexpensive, 
if not free to PC students. In the modernly- 
designed Blackfriars Theatre, PC’s depart­
ment of theatre, dance and film will show 
Michael Frayn’s Noises Off starting on 
October 26 into November. Next April, a 
classic will revived in the Smith Center 
with the performance of Funny Girl.
For the first student-run production of 
the year, Kate Costello ’08 will direct Boy 
Gets Girl in the intimate John Bowab 
Studio Theatre. It’s often a nice surprise 
when viewing student productions to find 
that perhaps the kid behind you in theolo­
gy class also happens to be a fantastic actor 
or dancer. Always highly-entertaining, cre­
ative and worthwhile, student productions 
in the Smith Center are sure to please.
Just a short ride on the 55 RIPTA will 
help you arrive at a great neighborhood in 
the city of Providence, the theater district. 
The Providence Performing Arts Center 
hosts all sorts of events from concerts to 
comedians to traveling performances of 
Broadway shows. In the coming months, 
PPAC will show performances of Rent, 
Spamalot, and The Wedding Singer.
The Trinity Repertory Theatre offers a 
great student discount and professional 
players appearing in the upcoming play, 
All The King’s Men. Adapted from Robert 
Penn Warren’s novel, the play begins Sept 
14 running through Oct 21. The ideal spot 
for a pre-matinee brunch or perhaps a post­
play brew, the restaurant Bravo found just 
across the street compliments the Trinity 
Repertory Theater.
Don’t count on DWC to provide you 
with .all the culture you need. On campus 
or off, Providence still has a lot to offer PC 
students, from the seasoned theater-goer to 
the unsuspecting student wandering down 
to the Smith Center.
Art Galleries
Providence has a fantastic and easily 
accessible art scene; it would be a shame 
for one to not take advantage of it. 
“Gallery Night Providence,” which takes 
place every third Thursday of the month, 
March through November, is a great way- 
to blast into the city’s art scene. From 5:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m., 19 of Providence’s art 
galleries open their doors. Even if you do 
not like art, attendance is really a matter of 
the simplest logic: Art galleries often pro­
vide free hors d’oeuvres. College students 
such as yourself like free food. Therefore, 
you should go to Gallery Night at least 
once while at Providence College.
OK, I admit that was a bit of a stretch. To 
make up for my poor logic, the city spon­
sors an “art bus” which stops at each of the 
studio and gallery locations, one of which 
happens to be Providence College. If you 
want to dip your toes into the art world, 
walk to lower campus any day of the week, 
and visit either the Robert and Mary Anne 
Reilly Gallery in the Smith Center, or the 
Hunt-Cavanaugh Gallery which, believe it 
or not, is located in Hunt-Cavanaugh.
If you attend Gallery Night and find no 
gallery which strikes your fancy, have no 
fear! The Rhode Island School of Design is 
home to a beautiful art museum that hosts 
stationary exhibits (including some works 
of art you might see during Western 
Civilizations art lectures) as well as travel­
ing exhibits. The museum is only a brief 
walk from Kennedy Plaza, admission is 
only three dollars for students, and one 
could easily spend an entire Saturday there.
Perhaps you hate museums, galleries, 
and art in general. Even so, I encourage 
you to take an afternoon and explore 
Providence; it is a living, breathing work 
of art. Enjoy it!
Live Music
So I take it you all saw 3001 Yes? Good, 
because Sparta’s music scene might be 
slightly more extravagant than our own at 
Providence College. Sure, (the excellent) 
Ben Folds frequents our city about as often 
as dazed and confused freshmen stumble 
their way into Louie’s, but what do you do 
if you’re fiending for more than a guy and 
his grand piano?
Thankfully, Providence has a very rich 
music scene. Those attracted to the more 
mainstream musicians will be at home in 
our beloved Dunkin Donuts Center (I don’t 
think I need to tell you where this place is, 
just follow the exodus of students during 
basketball season and you’ll find your 
way) which will be hosting both “Hannah 
Montana” and “High School Musical on 
Ice.”
If your musical taste isn’t satiated by 
these two gala occasions, you’re probably 
too picky, but that’s beside the point. 
Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel (located at 79 
Washington St. near Kennedy Plaza) hosts 
bands both reputable and recondite includ­
ing Dropkick Murphys, Bright Eyes, 
Megadeth, and Queens of the Stone Age.
Still not enough? AS220 and The Living 
Room (located on 115 Empire St. and 23 
Rathbone St. respectively) both feature a 
smorgasbord of pleasantly obscure indie 
bands.
Finally, for those who find rock and roll 
blasphemous, Bovi’s (located at 278 
Taunton Ave in East Providence) features 
live jazz every Monday night. So if you 
find yourself questioning your choice of 
school due to the deafening silence you 
have to cope with on campus, try not to 
fret too much, the city itself offers a cornu­
copia of audio pleasure.
Coffee
One of the first things anyone learns 
upon moving to New England is that the 
natives here are pretty attached to their 
Dunkin Donuts coffee. However, Providence 
also offers a plethora of unique and trendy 
coffee shops for those looking for a differ­
ent experience.
Coffee Exchange on Wickenden Street 
doesn’t just offer great in-house roasted 
coffee; it also provides an easy way to sup­
port a good cause. The shop specializes in 
Fair Trade coffee and the owners also pre­
side over Coffee Kids, a foundation that 
helps build sustainable communities in 
Latin America. $ 1 from every pound of cof­
fee sold goes to this worthwhile foundation.
Also on Wickenden Street is Cafe Zog, a 
kitschy establishment that offers creative 
specialty drinks and tasty options for 
breakfast, lunch, and dessert. Open from 
7:00 a.m. to midnight every day, Cafe Zog 
is great anytime, but is especially nice as 
an after-dinner coffee stop.
If coffee is not your thing, don’t feel left 
out. At Tealuxe on Thayer Street, you can 
find more varieties of tea than in Queen 
Elizabeth’s kitchen. It’s a great place to 
study, and the bar set against the big win­
dows allows for plenty of people-watch­
ing, a favorite Thayer Street activity. Note 
well: The chocolate-orange muffins will 
change your life.
The East Side isn’t the only place to go 
for a caffeine fix. Just a short walk down 
Douglas Avenue will take you to Brooklyn 
Coffee and Teahouse, a homey shop that 
serves its coffee and tea with homemade 
baked goods in a neighborly atmosphere. 
The iced coffee uses frozen cubes of cof­
fee, not water, so that it doesn’t get thinned 
out - genius. This destination makes for a 




The terms “art” and “entertainment” are 
interesting words. They can sort of be 
viewed in a way similar to a square and a 
rectangle. A square is a form of rectangle 
but a rectangle is not necessarily a square. 
Likewise, art is a form of entertainment 
but entertainment does not necessarily 
have to be art.
Take Kennedy Plaza for example. There 
is nothing artistic about what goes on at 
this place during the early morning hours 
yet it can be very entertaining. You can sit 
on a bench and just watch many horrific 
and sadistically intriguing things unfold 
right in front of your eyes, like fist fights 
over a cigarette, children running around 
without pants on, and a drunken middle- 
aged man chugging Old Crowe and pass­
ing out.
There are places like this all around the 
city—places that are only entertaining 
because of a social dynamic. Providence 
College is one of these places. Anyone that 
comes from outside of our college scene 
could be vastly entertained by just sitting 
and watching on any given weekend 
evening. The amount of absolute deca­
dence and lewdness that travels up and 
down Eaton Street in waves is appalling 
and rather fun to watch at the same time. 
Lovers’ quarrels are among the most inter­
esting things to witness. There are also 
times when a few guys will have to drag 
their “wounded” comrade back from the 
bars to their own lines, kids darting in front 
of traffic, impotent police action and many 
other acts that are performed nightly, for 
free before our very eyes.
What I am trying to tell you, freshmen, 
is that you should try to take a step back 
when you are out and see the entertainment 
unfolding right before you rather than 
making yourself entertainment for others.
Entertainment Guide
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Urban Elements
Star Wars
Ryan Burns ’08 gives his thoughts on the Kanye West/50 Cent showdown
By Claire Pevoto '10 
A&E Staff
Meet Joe Black 
Directed by Martin Brest
At over three hours long watching 
this film takes commitment, but is 
well worth the time. Visiting Earth in 
the form of Brad Pitt, Death learns 
about human relationships familial, 
platonic, and romantic, and what it 
means to live. In the process, the 
people he meets also come to a bet­





Morrison’s uniquely soothing, yet 
powerful voice leaves a lasting 
impression after listening to his 
British-soul effort. Who knew there 
was such a thing? The single “You 
Give Me Something” draws listeners 
in with its dramatic orchestral sound, 
while “Call the Police” pumps up the 
attitude with edgy guitars and throaty 
vocals.
Seven Types of Ambiguity 
by Elliot Perlman
Boy meets girl, boy breaks up with 
girl, boy kidnaps girl’s son ten years 
later in an effort to catch her atten­
tion again. This surprising novel is 
told through the perspective of 
seven different narrators, weaving a 
web of unexpected relationships and 
motives that can only be described 
as, yes, ambiguous.
by Ryan Burns ’08
A&E Staff
Every Tuesday, there are usually a few 
new releases in the hip-hop section at 
Newbury Comics. You see them, either 
from a local underground act or a debut 
CD from a flash-in-the-pan artist that got 
lucky from a dance that they made up. But 
there hasn’t been a Tuesday like this last 
one in a while, at least since to Dec. 18, 
2001, when Nas, Jay-Z, and Wu-Tang Clan 
all dropped new albums.
Sept. 11, 2007 will be a talking point for 
hip-hop fans around the world for years to 
come. The epic showdown between 
Kanye West’s Graduation and 50 Cent’s 
Curtis will commence, which is sure to 
send many fans to the store to support their 
favorite artist.
It started when 50’s first singles from 
Curtis, “Straight to The Bank” and 
“Amusement Park,” didn’t go over too 
well with commercial audiences, prompt­
ing the Queens rapper to push back his 
album, perhaps to fine tune it and make it 
more accessible to the TRL crowd that he 
covets so much.
The album was pushed back to Sept. 11, 
matching the release date for Kanye West’s 
Graduation, his third effort. Meant to 
silence the critics and please his fans, 
Kanye promised something different from 
Graduation, a maturation of sorts as the 
title implies. The stage was now set for one 
of the most anticipated showdowns in 
recent history. Although there is no real 
beef between the rappers, the winner of the 
all important first week soundscan war 
will surely be an ego boost to the victor, 
and a sobering blow to the second place 
finisher.
In the weeks leading up to the release, 
there have been nonstop discussions on the 
internet about who will have the better 
album, why it will be better, and questions 
like, “What CD will you buy on the 11th?”
This is very important for the hip-hop 
industry, as sales have been drastically 
slipping each year. Whereas in 2000, major 
artists like Jay-Z, Eminem, and Nelly 
would sell a million records in the first 
week, these same artists limp to platinum 
status in a month or so, an eternity for a 
hip-hop A-lister.
CD sales have slipped in large part due to 
digital music sales from sites such as 
iTunes, rampant bootlegging on the 
Internet, and file sharing programs where a 
new song is only a click away. Also, every 
major release gets leaked onto the internet 
usually two weeks before the release date, 
and thanks to this, I have heard both 
Graduation and Curtis. People no longer 
have to wait for the album to come out to 
determine if it’s good or not, which is a win­
win scenario for the consumer. If the album 
is good, they usually won’t buy it, and if it 
disappoints, hey, at least it was free.
Who’s bigger, faster, stronger?-. Kanye West and 
50 Cent began an epic showdown for album sales 
on Tuesday. Many feel the hype was planned to 
increase album sales.
This is precisely why Tuesday was so 
important. By setting up a showdown, 50 
Cent and Kanye are essentially forcing 
their fans to turn out in droves, in an effort 
to help their favorite artist outsell his 
“rival.”
This battle has made it from the cover of 
Rolling Stone to the main stage at the 
“MTV Video Music Awards,” where their 
comical face-off had the crowd fairly 
excited. There is no animosity between 50 
and Kanye, which makes me think that this 
is most certainly a ploy to help sell 
records.
50 Cent and Kanye each have their own 
distinct fan base, 50 catering to the radio­
friendly, gun-toting, champagne-sipping 
crowd, with Kanye reaching outside of his 
safety zone, pushing the boundaries 
beyond hip-hop. Sure, some fans might 
buy both albums, but 50 haters and Kanye 
bashers will certainly purchase the other
artists’ albums for bragging rights. This is 
another intriguing aspect about the battle, 
as the fans will determine who is “better” 
at least in terms of record sales, and in 
turn, will feel like they have defeated the 
other rappers’ legion of supporters.
This is such an important day for hip­
hop, as the market will dictate what kind of 
music they like best: 50 Cent’s brand of 
hip-hop, or Kanye West’s brand. Kanye 
seems to be a little more nonchalant about 
the battle, as 50 definitely has more to lose 
based on the phenomenal sales of his last 
album, The Massacre. This isn’t an album 
review, and if you know me personally, 
you have a good idea about which album I 
feel is better. Either way, this record sale 
battle will have the music community talk­
ing and the record industry booming again, 
thanks to hip-hop music.
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Taste of the Town




Providence, R.I. 02906 
(401) 273-8844
At my home parish of St. James, we 
always have in residence one man of God 
from another country. There was Santiago 
the seminarian who, one year from being 
ordained, quit and married the youth min­
ister. There was Father Raja, who told my 
father that women have smaller brains than 
men. And then there was Father Maretti 
who, like Father Raja, came from India.
My father took an immediate liking to 
Father Maretti and over his several years at 
St. James the priest attended a number of 
dinners at our house, including 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve dinner. 
At these meals, my mother would always 
have an Indian coworker of hers cook him 
gourmet Indian dish. Father Maretti even­
tually returned to India, and although his 
motives were vague, I now suspect he 
missed Indian cuisine too much to remain 
in America.
If only Father Maretti could have expe­
rienced Indian cuisine as rich in taste as 
Kabob and Curry’s, perhaps he would still 
be preaching from the St. James pulpit. So 
last Friday, after attending the Guster con­
cert, I ate at Kabob and Curry on Thayer 
Street. Walking down Thayer for the first 
time since May, I noticed that the restau­
rant La Luna, which I reviewed last semes­
ter, has been replaced by some pizza and 
wings place. Too bad. The food was 
decent. (And so was the waitress.)
From the outside, Kabob and Curry 
resembles a take-out place (indeed it offers
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take out and delivery). That is to say you 
don’t pass by it on Thayer, as you would 
Paragon or Kartabar, and say, “I really 
want to eat there.” Since I couldn’t remem­
ber the last time Providence had a streak of 
weather like this (since Aug. 22 this city’s 
had just one unbeautiful day), and neither 
could my date, we decided to eat outside. 
While we forfeited what looked like a 
pleasant enough (if not exquisitely deco­
rated) interior, there is always lots to see 
on Thayer’s sidewalks, most notably 
Brown students entertaining themselves 
with hacky sacks or huddling together and 
basking in each other’s avant-gardeness.
I realized several days after my meal 
that it marked the first “Taste of the Town” 
during which a waiter (rather than a wait­
ress) served me. He brought us the fairly 
large menu, our food, and the bill and I 
don’t think he said more than ten words. 
Waitresses seem, on the whole, more 
friendly and helpful than waiters, who tend 
to do that thing where they clasp their 
hands behind their back and look straight 
ahead, only meeting your eye level if you 
speak to them. Of course, I’m speaking as 
a guy. Perhaps if I checked the “F” box on 
standardized tests waiters would let their 
game face down for me.
For an appetizer we ordered the Aloo Ki 
Tikki ($3.99) (I know, it sounds 
Hawaiian), which are fried potato cakes 
with peas inside. Try mixing the different 
types of chutney on the side to create the 
perfect blended topping to the cakes. I 
would want to try most of the appetizers on 
the menu, though I may avoid the Kasoori 
Paneer Tikka ($3.99), “cottage cheese, 
peppers, and onions marinated in yogurt, 
chili powder and fenugreek, grilled and 
served hot, sprinkled with chaat masala 
and lemon juice.”
The entree section of the menu is divid­
ed under several headings. The first lists 
the tandoor entrees, cooked in a special 
cylindrical oven on high heat that lends the 
food a leaner, healthier quality. The rest of 
the entrees are under these headings: 
Chicken, biryani (a mixture of spices, rice, 
and meats), seafood, vegetarian, lamb, and 
mutton halal (goat meat). We ordered the 
Chicken Xacuti ($12.50) and the Vegetable 
Mango Curry ($10.50). The Chicken 
Xacuti is slow cooked in a blend of 20 
spices, yet the spices do not overwhelm the 
chicken. The Vegetable Mango Curry 
combines carrots, potatoes, peas, and cau­
liflower with mango without becoming too 
sweet. As the chicken does not come with 
vegetables, I suggest you combine 
entrees—a chicken and a vegetable, for 
instance. Otherwise, it could be too much 
of the same. Along with the two dishes, we 
ordered a side of naan ($2.00), simple 
unleavened flour bread that beats the bread 
at most restaurants.
Two good things about the meals at 
Kabob and Curry that have nothing to do 
with taste: First, the entrees and the rice 
come on separate plates, making it easy to 
share between two or more people. Second, 
the proportions are just right—not too much, 
not too little. So many restaurants entice you 
with so much of their great tasting food that 
you leave the table feeling sick.
When I return to Kabob and Curry (and 
1 will), I want to try two things. One, the 
stuffed naan. Among the various kinds of 
stuffing are pesto, potato and pea, honey 
and ginger, and coconut fruit and nuts. 
Second, (and I’m upset I didn’t notice this 
on the menu while there) the Taj Mahal 
Lager. What a name for a beer.
GRADE: A-
The Voice of a Generation
Jack Kerouac’s On The Road turns 50
by Sarah Bidinger ’09
A&E Staff
Imagine this: You have 12 cups of cof­
fee on your desk, a typewriter halfway 
through a 120-foot long scroll of taped- 
together paper, and a hefty supply of an 
illegal amphetamine 
BOOK called Benzedrine. You
FEATURE. have been up for days,
writing, writing, writing 
. . . No, mom, that is not how I wrote my 
last Civ paper.
But this frenetic character is not merely 
a figment of my imagination. Rather, he is 
Jack Kerouac, in the midst of the leg­
endary three-week literary frenzy that 
would be published as On the Road on 
Sept. 5, 1957. Just what kind of story 
would bum so strongly inside Kerouac as 
to make him write that way?
On the Road begins with Sal (Kerouac) 
riding busses and hitchhiking from 
Paterson, N.J. to meet friends in Denver, 
Colo., surviving all the while on a diet of 
apple pie, vanilla ice cream, and beer. An 
adventure in itself, this is merely the intro­
duction to Sal’s odyssey through life, as he 
and other such Beat-Generation figure­
heads as Dean (Neal Cassady), spend a 
great deal of time driving, bussing, and 
hitchhiking across America, often with 
girlfriends and ex-wives in tow.
With minds obscured by clouds of mar­
ijuana and pints of beer, they have wild 
affairs with women, revel in be-bop-era 
jazz, and discover mysticism and 
Buddhism. They also meet all manners of 
interesting people, including Carlo Marx 
(Alan Ginsberg), and Old Bull Lee 
(William Burroughs), who would them­
selves become writers and defining figures 
of the Beat Generation.
Oftentimes embarking on solo ventures, 
Sal has an affair with a Mexican girl 
named Terry and works as a migrant cotton 
picker. He then takes a break from the road 
and returns to school, and stays for a while 
with relatives in Virginia. If I had a story as 
exciting as Sal’s (well, maybe without the 
illegal parts), I would probably be just as 
eager to fiendishly hunch over my type­
writer and tell my story.
In its 1957 review of On the Road, The 
New York Times called Kerouac “the voice 
of a generation.” The lifestyle and writings 
of Kerouac and his comrades became the 
sacred books of the disillusioned, non-con­
formist, post-World War II Beat 
Generation. And that was just the begin­
ning of Kerouac’s influence. The cross­
country hitchhiking, free love, and ram­
pant drug use characterizing the hippie 
movement of the ’60s originated from the 
lives of Beatnik figures. Kerouac himself 
came to resent both the definition of the 
Beat Generation and his influence on the 
hippie movement. Angry and confused, he 
removed himself from many of his old 
friends and moved to his mother’s house in 
Florida. He died there from cirrhosis of the 
liver, the result of a life of heavy drinking. 
(Think about that the next time you head 
out to Louie’s).
Even if you don’t care about Jack 
Kerouac himself, his writings and philoso­
phies have influenced singer-songwriters 
around the world, from Bob Dylan to The 
Waifs. Naropa University in Boulder, 
Colo, (originally the only Buddhist univer­
sity in America) named its writing school 
“The Jack Kerouac School of
The Open Road: As Kerouac’s masterpiece turns 50, the 
author’s hometown will host an anniversary celebration of 
poetry slams, jazz music, and a display of the original On The 
Road scroll.
Disembodied Poetics” in his honor. While 
a backpack and your thumb are not a very 
safe way to experience Keroac’s life, you 
still may be able to get a taste of it with a 
summer class at Naropa. Most of the 
teachers there knew the Beatniks; some 
teachers there were Beatniks themselves!
Perhaps your interest is not strong 
enough to bring you to Boulder. Luckily, 
Lowell Mass., Keroac’s hometown, is 
(according to Mapquest) exactly one hour 
and 23 minutes away from Providence 
College. From now until mid-October, 
Lowell will be teeming with activity to cel­
ebrate the 50th anniversary of On the 
Road's publication—plenty of poetry 
slams, jazz music, and a display of 
Kerouac’s On the Road scroll. Even if 
Lowell is too far away, you can still expe­
rience the festivities. Sit down for a few 
hours, turn on some jazz, and pull out On 
the Road. It is in the library. I checked.
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Parting with Sweet Summer
by Nicole Amaral ’10
Portfolio Staff
The sun was setting and the world was 
being swallowed in shadows. Only the 
tops of the trees remained drizzled with the 
waning sunlight. I gazed at the 
ESSAY tree tops, watching the golden
rays recede further and further 
until all that remained was
bluish twilight. I sat lazily in a wicker 
porch chair with one foot resting upon a 
matching wicker hassock; the other foot 
swung back and forth. A tendril of hair that 
had escaped my loose bun twirled through 
my fingers. A breezy beach novel lay for­
gotten in my lap.
I stared at nothing, lost in thought. It 
was late August and days were beginning 
to get shorter. In a few weeks’ time, I 
would pack up, leave home, and return to 
school. With this in mind, I sat resolutely 
out on the porch night after night, watch­
ing the sun bathe the world in a last gush 
of light before fading into darkness. Under 
the pretense of reading, I would escape 
outside in order to enjoy the erratic melody 
of crickets.
The last days of August always seem to 
melt away with the heat that usually 
accompanies them. Before I know it, it’s 
September, and I’m never quite sure how I 
got there. Surely it was just May and I was 
living out of suitcases because I was too 
lazy to unpack from school. Surely it was 
just June, and I was counting down the 
days until a vacation weekend in New 
Hampshire. Surely it was just July, and I 
was cavorting on the beach and watching
fireworks. Surely it was just the beginning 
of August, and I had a good four weeks left 
to stay up until four in the morning watch­
ing Nick at Nite . . . But suddenly it’s 
September, and while the heat lingers, 
impending papers and reading assignments 
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make it quite clear that summer is gone.
When summer ends I always feel 
strangely bereft, like a good friend is leav­
ing me for nine months with no hope of 
keeping in touch. It’s not that I dislike 
winter and fall; I love the colored leaves 
and the smell of the air; there are the holi­
days, and the promise of snow, which 
never lose their appeal. I enjoy fall and 
winter and their own respective brilliance, 
but I cannot love them like other people 
love them. It’s the absence of grassy lawns 
and sunny tree tops that always make me 
secretly yearn to be elsewhere.
Summer has changed greatly for all of 
us over the years. We have jobs with crazy 
hours, summer classes, and countless other 
responsibilities that make college summers 
quite different from elementary school 
summers.
But still, for me at least, that doesn’t 
ruin the magic. No matter how busy a 
schedule I happen to have, there always 
time to squeeze in a late night hang-out 
with friends, or a morning at the beach. 
Somehow, miraculously, work schedules 
are worked around and- amazing summer 
fun ensues. Sometimes it’s the sheer chal­
lenge of it that makes summer fun all the 
more satisfying.
The first couple of weeks in September 
are filled with adjustment... the most dif­
ficult of which are training my body to 
wake up before twelve again, and actually 
thinking about intellectual things—not 
which Saturday morning cartoon to watch, 
or whether it’s a good idea to make brown­
ies at 1:00 a.m. (it’s always a good idea). 
Soon enough, summer’s memories are 
placed into that special back comer of my 
mind and I’m back into the school routine. 
It takes some time, but I’m getting there. 
My consolation is one of summer’s best 
attributes: like so few things in life, you 
can always depend on it to come back.
On the Cutting Edge
by Lindsay wengloski ’10
Portfolio Staff
The propaganda began last year, for 
those of you who can remember. The 
gigantic signs extolling the coming Reign
ESSAY
of Glory: The construction of a 
new fitness building adjacent to 
Slavin and the Peterson
Recreation Center. Ah, yes.
Coming soon to our very own campus; a 
the freshmen were excited to leam that 
they too would soon be able to frequent the 
brand-spankin’ new fitness center when 
they came to campus for their first semes­
ter here this September.
And now fall semester has come, and 
the new fitness center is open. But it’s 
much more than just a new fitness center. 
It’s state-of-the-art. State-of-the-art, I say! 
Here is where the propaganda campaign I 
mentioned earlier really comes into play. 
publicity for such a nice contribution.
I continued on with my day and a few 
days or so later, the message was still 
online. Understandable. A week passed. 
A few various and sundry flyers and letters 
from Providence arrived for my parents 
and I. Fine and dandy . . . except for one 
thing: They all talked about the new, state- 
of-the-art fitness center, in great detail. 
Which was completely understandable and 
really exciting, but those great details felt a 
can think of a few words that would sum­
marize the essence of our delightful new 
acquisition rather nicely. Instead of state- 
of-the-art, why not ‘futuristic?’ That way, 
when students enter the new facility, they 
would expect robot-servants to fetch them 
water bottles, sweat towels, and even clean 
the machines for them once they finished! 
Just think of how many cardio-droids two 
million dollars can buy—I think it’s a 
viable option. But if “futuristic” is too out
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veritable utopia of stair-masters, rowing 
machines, treadmills, and elliptical do- 
dads! An idyllic forest of free-weights and 
strength-training mumbo-jumbos! “Future 
Jane Fondas and Arnold Schwarzeneggers 
of the World, Rejoice!” the sign seemed to 
say, trumpeting the gleaming, glass- 
encased two-story temple to elevated heart 
rates and buff bodies.
Yes, Providence College-dwellers of 
yesteryear, surely you remember the 
excitement you felt—shoot, I’m sure even
Let me tell you a story. It was a lovely 
summer day, and I was on the Providence 
main Webpage, about to log on to 
Cyberfriar to check on some class infor­
mation for this upcoming semester. 
Understandably featured on the home page 
screen was the exciting news that Mr. 
William F. Concannon had donated two 
million dollars towards the new fitness 
center, the largest gift to Providence 
College of its kind. Mr. Concannon is a 
very generous fellow and he should get 
little . . . repetitive after the first few 
updates from campus.
Call me a woman obsessed with not 
using the same adjective twice in her 
papers, but don’t you think mentioning the 
new, state-of-the-art (See? There it is 
again!) fitness center in every newsletter, 
press release, notification for parents, and 
smoke signal is slightly overkill? Couldn’t 
someone, somewhere along the line, have 
used a thesaurus? Hit Shift and the F7 key 
at the same time? Someone? Anyone? I 
there for the reality of the situation, what 
about “high-tech?” Instead of aerobic- 
cyborgs, Bill Gates and Steve Jobs would 
personally assist students with their exer­
cise. Still too much? Would ‘cutting-edge’ 
work? How about brand-spankin’-new- 
flippin’-awesome? The latter is my person­
al preference.
Regardless, I plan to continue my 
patronage of the new facilities as I have 
since returning to campus. Why wouldn’t 
I? It’s state-of-the-art!
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Reflections of a Congressional Intern
By Katie Caliva ’10
Portfolio Staff
I think that Dennis Kucinich may be 
crazy. There may in fact be a relatively 
sound case proving that he is certifiably 
nuts. His actual, or rather hypothetical, 
mental problems aside, I still 
ESSAY have to admire his pluck. He 
clearly doesn’t suit the office for 
various reasons and yet, he tire­
lessly and sometimes viciously attacks the 
Democratic frontrunners in the primary 
race. While I disagree with Mr. Kucinich 
on almost every issue, I have taken his lead 
on one thing: It has been a trademark of the 
worthy candidate to carry in his breast 
pocket a copy of the Constitution. It is in 
this that Mr. Kucinich and I now have a 
similarity. However, we do diverge slight­
ly in our use of this document, which fits 
so neatly on our person.
He whips it out during debates, both 
presidential and on the House floor, gestic­
ulating with it when he believes that his 
opponents are straying too far from the 
founder’s wishes. I plan on whipping it out 
to smack ignorant citizens; hoping to quite 
literally beat some sense into them.
This summer I spent three months as an 
intern in the district office of the 
Honorable James T. Walsh (R-NY 25). My 
role was manifold. I wrote success stories 
about the projects in the district funded by 
Mr. Walsh’s earmarks. I penned letters on 
his behalf to various notables deserving of 
the congressman’s congratulations, and I 
facilitated bulk constituent communica­
tions (read: stuffed envelopes at a rate of 
100 letters per hour). One of my other 
functions involved a more direct form of 
interaction with the citizens that Mr. Walsh 
represents in Congress: Answering the 
phone.
The rules for this task are simple: 1. 
Answer the phone promptly and identify 
the office and yourself in a friendly man­
ner, 2. Never tell a constituent that the 
Congressman is “too busy” to talk him, but 
rather that he is “in a meeting” or more 
often that he is “in Washington because of 
his legislative schedule,” and 3. Refer the 
constituent to the appropriate staffer if 
there is a problem to be dealt with—or if it 
is not a federal issue then refer him to the 
correct level of government.
"It took every once of my  
patience and decorum to get 
through some of those con­
versations without flaring up 
or breaking down 
--------------------------------------- " 
The tricky part was number three. Not 
because of me, but because of them. Allow 
me to elaborate by providing a few exam­
ples. These are not dramatizations but 
actual excerpts of conversations that I had 
with constituents.
Constituent A: I’m having a problem 
with the city.
Intern: I’m sorry sir, but in that case we 
will be unable to assist you; you need to 
contact the mayor’s office.
Constituent A: It’s the mayor I’m having 
trouble with and his office won’t help. So I 
want Mr. Walsh to fire him.
Intern: Excuse me?
Constituent A: I want Mr. Walsh to fire 
the mayor.
Constituent B: I need some help with 
Medicaid.
Intern: That is actually a state issue, not 
a federal one. Have you contacted your 
state senator?
Constituent B: Yes, both of them, but I 
never heard back.
Intern: Both of them?
Constituent B: Yeah, Clinton and 
Schumer.
Intern: Oh, well ma’am they are actual­
ly not state senators; they represent you in 
the federal government.
Constituent B: [pause] So Clinton and 
Schumer aren’t from New York?
Yup, those are true, and there are plenty 
more where they came from. It took every 
ounce of my patience and decorum to get 
through some of those conversations with­
out flaring up or breaking down. I man­
aged though, and every once in a while I 
think I got through to the person at the 
other end of the phone, and that was 
encouraging.
Hopefully at this point you’re so 
enthralled with my anecdotes that I can get 
up to my soapbox without losing your 
attention. While I always laughed when I 
hung up the phone or freaked out when I 
opened a letter addressed to “Senator” Jim 
Walsh as opposed to “Congressman” I 
always ended up a little saddened by it all. 
The ignorance of American citizens is not 
seen only in isolated incidents; it is a hard 
fact that the majority of us don’t really 
know how government works. It would be 
easy to say that it is a problem that comes 
about because of poor public education, 
which is certainly part of it. It was pro­
foundly distressing, however, for me to 
learn that many of my peers from the pri­
vate high school I attended were equally 
ill-informed.
Old-fashioned Republican 
picnics always feature fantas­
tic pies.
---------------------------------------"
Over the summer, as my friends and I 
swapped stories about our days at work, a 
few of them admitted to me that they 
would probably ask some of the same 
questions as the constituents that I spoke 
with. I understand that federalism is a 
sometimes tricky concept, but it is a fact of 
this country and needs to be better commu­
nicated to the population it serves.
I learned a lot this summer. My human­
ities major may actually have a place in the 
real world. Politicians are real people. 
Political journalists are both abhorred and 
pandered to. Old-fashioned Republican 
picnics always feature fantastic pies.
My realization about my fellow 
Americans, however, resoundingly trumps 
all the rest. Something needs to be done 
about this; anything that is more produc­
tive than Dennis Kucinich and I attempting 
to jolt some sense into our peers by the 






special about living 
it up as you make 
your way around to 
off campus parties 
with 30 other fresh­
men who will most 
likely be a nod and a 
smile when you see
them in three years.
In my experience, if you want to make a 
relationship work, you have to make sacri­
fices. If you aren’t willing to do that, then 
it might be better to cut your losses and 
move on. However, this doesnt mean you 
can’t have your cake and eat it too.
I don’t know if you have noticed, but 
there is an abundance of Tiffanys at your 
very own college that are worth looking 
into . . . though none quite like me.
Play intramural sports and join a club 
with good looking people in it. Go to 
freshman events and home games on cam­
pus. These are just a few ways that you 
can network and get to know as many peo­
ple as possible without looking like you’re 
struggling to find friends.
As far as the girl from home who is 
attending another college goes ... I would 
let it go. Those people are all going to be 
home when you get there and you’ll pick 
up right where you left off. There is no rea­
son to stress yourself out about what may 
or may not be happening hundreds of miles 
away, and you’ll care less if you’re busy 
doing your own thing!
On a side note, the guy on a cell phone 
who looks serious all the time is a major 
girl repellent. . . lighten up and have firn. 
If you play your cards right you’ll have 
more shoulders to cry on than the guys liv­
ing in a quad in the Guz.
we 're back with a vengeance
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
I’m becoming exactly who I didn’t want to be in my first year at col­
lege. I’m the guy hanging outside of Guzman having emotional con­
versations with a high school sweetheart who is hundreds and hun­
dreds of miles away at her college. I want to be sure that I make the 
most of my college years while still trying to hold onto my relation­
ship, buit it doesn’t look good. How can I make it all work to my 
advantage while having no regrets?
—Joe College hopeful
Have a burning question that needs answering? 
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com
Dear Hopeful,
I don’t really care 
what you choose to 
do. Your actions 
have little if any 
impact on my life. I 
will impart to you 
these words of wis­
dom though: make a 
decision fast.
We are blessed
with a beautiful and impressive athletic 
center to keep our bodies healthy and in­
shape this year; however, I am a student of 
human nature and I must warn you that it 
won’t matter for long.
You are wasting precious moments gab­
bing away on the phone like a prepubes- 
cent girl while the ladies around you are 
plummeting in stock value. As the influx 
of fake IDs happens in the first few weeks, 
more and more of them partake in activi­
ties which they may not have in the past. 
The main cause of depleting “hotness” or 
increase in asexualness around campus is 
the Freshman 15.
For those unaware of the Freshman 15, 
1 fear that it may be too late for you...you 
are already heading down a bad path. 
Many choose late nights at Golden Crust, 
with extra blue cheese rather than a trip to 
the billion dollar fitness center.
If you keep your girlfriend you might 
deter her from going out and thus staying 
at whatever level of “hotness” you are used 
to. Not a bad idea but explore the water 
before its too late...it’s warm and shallow.
I wouldn’t be surprised if most people 
have already become unmotivated—thus 
choose to pre-game a little earlier, then hit 
the gym. Lucky for me I like big bottom 
girls so this, like my past 7 years, looks 




by Alex Donnelly ’09
Portfolio Staff
The Day They Fell
By Lia Armatas '08
Portfolio Editor
Fell. I fell. I fell back in the heat in the gap between buildings, in the V shape 
the jets made dodging and flying by cold silver windows. I fell forward looking 
onto the Hudson, kissing Chinese fishermen in the air, eating smog, hearing whis­
tles from crane workers across rooftops. My bikini matched their love of falling for 
America, falling in an arrogant wave. Falling in their lunchboxes and thermos of 
warm beer.
I hear the hose out again in front of Japanese Cuisine. The joggers make me sick 
with my stamina for cigarettes and daydreaming and walking on sun baked rocks. I 
pretend I am some exotic creature in a faraway land experiencing religion not 
according to this.
Then the iron falls with charm and a tourist takes a photograph. My eyes fall 
back to the gap, the most useless photo of all—a photo recording the fall and the 
echo of concrete brutality eating a city that falls and falls back and down and 
shines through cold broken glass reflections.
When I was younger, I went to the shoe 
store every year and a half and came back 
with a red balloon. One year I was admir­
ing it on my driveway when I let it go by 
accident. Crying as I watched it go to the 
sky, getting smaller and smaller with every 
few seconds, my mother hugged me and I 
told her I wanted nothing more than to be 
reunited with that balloon.
A decade later—it was the day before my 
sixteenth birthday and a round, red balloon 
drifted down from the sky to my feet. I 
would have loved more than anything to 
return it to the civilian who accidentally let 
it go. Even more so, I desired to return to 
the child I was, tearing on my driveway.
The poet is a liar who always speaks the truth.
—Jean Cocteau
www.sixuntilme.com
Here at Providence College 
There’s plenty to do. 
From Concannon to McPhails, 
There’s always something new!
We all love our school 
And we want it to show 
So why not show your pride, 
and write for Portfolio!?
It’s a whole load of fun.
Plus you get to write poems 
about kittens and spaceships, 
silverware or gnomes!
So throw down that remote 
and pick up your pen!
Show all those naysayers 
You’re literate again!
Pick up an application in Slavin G05 and we’ll give YOU a 
thumbs up!!!
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Friar Runners Take First Place in UNH Dual Meet
by Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Staff
The 2007 Men’s and Women’s 
Providence College Cross Country Teams 
certainly have big shoes to fill this sea­
son. In 2006, both the men’s and women’s 
teams claimed the Big East 
CROSS Conference titles, making it 
COUNTRY the third time in the pro­
grams’ history that they 
have swept the team championship titles 
in the same year.
The Friars officially laced up their 
shoes for their first time, competing in the 
New Hampshire Dual Meet on Saturday, 
Sept. 1, in Durham, N.H. Despite the loss 
of All-Americans Martin Fagan and Aine 
Hoban, the team was still able to make 
great strides on the cross country course.
After only competing in one race, the 
men’s team is already able to claim a first 
place victory. The Friars won the race 
with 23 points, beating both New 
Hampshire and Boston College. Senior 
Ahmed Haji took first place in the men’s 
race with a time of 26:13.
“In the opening meet we did better 
than expected, the men came back in 
good shape and with a lot of depth,” 
said Head Coach Ray Treacy. “This 
added depth will carry them farther 
ahead in the season.
The men’s success carried through the 
entire race as five members of the 
Providence team were able to finish 
among the top 10. Sophomore Tom Webb 
placed second with a time of 26:21.
It is tough when people get 
injured at home over the sum­
mer, they don’t have access to 
as good of a sports medicine 
program as the college pro­
vides and often it is a long 
and slow healing process.
Head Coach Ray Treacy
“Tom Webb made the biggest improve­
ments over the summer, coming back 
healthy and ready to run,” said Treacy.
Junior Richard Yeates took fifth overall 
with a time of 26:54. Sophomore 
Michael Anderson and senior Chris 
McDermott, finished in seventh and 
eighth place respectively.
The women’s side also demonstrated 
a high level of success and came away 
from the UNH race with three top 10 
individual finishing times. Overall, the 
women Friars finished in third place, 
loosing to New Hampshire by only 
three points.
Junior Danette Doetzel secured a sec­
ond place finish for the Friars with a time 
of 17:18. Also joining Doetzel among the 
top 10 weas senior Michelle Childs fin­
ishing in fifth place with a time of 17:29, 
while sophomore Krystal Douglas crossed 
the finish line in ninth place with a time 
of 18:18.
According to Treacy, “Danette, 
Michelle, and Krystal were the shining 
lights on the women’s side at the UNH 
meet.”
Unfortunately for the women’s side, 
some of the members of the team have 
not come back as healthy, but they are 
working at improving and hope to be 
completely healthy by the time the team 
competes in a race at the University of 
Notre Dame on Saturday, Sept. 29.
Treacy further explained that the 
women’s team was only experiencing 
minor set-backs, feeling confident that 
things would be back to normal shortly.
“It is tough when people get injured at 
home over the summer, they don’t have 
access to as good of a sports medicine 
program as the college provides and often 
it is a long and slow healing process,” 
said Treacy. “However, sports medicine is 
doing a great job and is working to get 
them back on the right track.”
As expected, the men’s and women’s 
cross country teams hope that their suc­
cess will take them all the way. For 
Treacy and all members of the team it is 
never too early to start thinking about 
both the individual and team accomplish­
ments that must be achieved in order to 
qualify them for post-season competition. 
First on their list of things to do this sea­
son is to make it back to the NCAA for 
the 11th time in 12 years. And secondly, 
they want to battle for the Big East title 
again.
“There are possibly six teams this 
year that could win the title, which 
would make this the strongest confer­
ence to compete in,” said Treacy. 
However, he is confident that they can 
be a strong contender and work to 
retain their title.
For the Friars, they know what it is like 
to enjoy the feeling of being Big East 
champions and are back this season want­
ing more.
The Providence College men’s and 
women’s cross country teams gear up 
again on Friday, Sept. 14, to compete in 
the Boston College Invitational.
Scores
Friday 9/7
Women’s Tennis at Fairfield L, 9-3
Men’s Soccer vs. Northeastern W, 1-0
Women’s Soccer at Minnesota L, 3-0
Women’s Volleyball at UMBC L, 3-1
Saturday 9/8
Women’s Volleyball at Rider L, 3-0
Women’s Volleyball at Quinnipiac W, 3-0
Sunday 9/9
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Dartmouth W, 6-0
Men’s Soccer vs. Harvard L, 2-1
Women’s Soccer at Cal Poly L, 1-0
Wednesday 9/12
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Rhode Island W, 2-0
Women’s Volleyball at Holy Cross W, 3-2
Schedules
Friday 9/14
Women’s Soccer vs. Hartford 4:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs. St. Francis 7:30 p.m.
Women’s Tennis at West Point TBA
Cross Country at BC Invitational 3:00 p.m.
Saturday 9/15
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Georgetown 12:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs. Coppin State 12:30 p.m.
Men’s Soccer vs. Holy Cross 2:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs. Sacred Heart 5:30 p.m.
Women’s Tennis at West Point TBA
Sunday 9/16
Women's Soccer vs. Quinnipiac 1:00 p.m.
Women’s Tennis at West Point TBA
Wednesday 9/19
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Northeastern 7:00 p.m.
Standings
Men’s Big East Soccer Standings (9/11)
BIG EAST Overall BIG EAST Overall
Connecticut 0-0 4-0 Providence 0-0 2-2
USF 0-0 4-0 Seton Hall 0-0 2-2
DePaul 0-0 3-0 Marquette 0-0 1-2-1
Louisville 0-0 3-1 St. John's 0-0 1-2-1
Villanova 0-0 3-1 Georgetown 0-0 1-3
West Virginia 0-0 3-1 Rutgers 0-0 0-2-1
Syracuse 0-0 2-0 -2 Pittsburgh 0-0 0-4-1
Notre Dame 0-0 2-1 -1 Cincinnati 0-0 0-3
USTFCCCA Women’s Cross Country Rankings
Rank Team Points 14. Iowa 176
1. Stanford 384 15. NCSt. 175
2. Michigan 368 16. Princeton 161
3. Colorado 366 17. Duke 160
4. Arkansas 344 18. Colorado St. 151
5. Wisconisn 340 19. Washington 145
6. Illinois 308 20. Virginia Tech 143
7. Arizona St. 294 21. Georgetown 138
8. Minnesota 292 22. Baylor 135
9. Providence 290 23. BYU 123
10. Michigan St. 249 24. Oregon 111
11. Virginia 233 25. Texas Tech 97
12. Florida St. 226 26. Tennessee 76
13. Georgia 183 27. Notre Dame 67
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Which Major League Baseball division 
final weeks of the regular season—A. 
essenitally <
Both the Sox and Mets should hold on 
to their division leads. With just over two 
weeks of baseball left, each team is fine 
tuning and preparing to set up for the post 
season. Boston has to play the Yankees 
three more times, while the Mets take on 
the Phillies in a three-game series. If 
either division leader lost its five-game 
lead going into Wednesday, it would go 
down as one of the biggest meltdowns in 
baseball history. They are simply too good 
to let that happen.
The Mets have been peaking at the right 
time, winning eight of their last 10. Pedro 
Martinez is back, winning his two starts 
since returning from the disabled list and 
Tom Glavine has been on the top of his 
game, going 6-0 over his past 12 starts, 
putting up a 3.30 ERA. David Wright has 
a great chance to capture the NL MVP. 
Look for him and the most exciting player 
in baseball, Jose Reyes, to get a little bit of 
rest down the stretch but finish at least 
three games ahead of the Phillies.
Boston has to stay on top of its game a 
bit longer. This weekend is important. If 
they can take two of three from the Yanks 
at Fenway, they too can go into cruise 
control. The Yankees have been fierce, 
and amazingly enough should make the 
playoffs, as the wild card team. Expect 
Boston to finish the season with the best 
record in baseball, as they have been the 
team to beat all year. I predict Boston to 
finish three games ahead of the Yankees, 
as well.
—Bradley Chen ’08
NCAA: Is USC the Best?
continued from back page
Providence will not have a football team 
anytime soon, but more attention to the 
Big East is great for everyone in it. The 
Big East is becoming a top football con­
ference and may even lurch ahead of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference. Last year Big 
East teams in bowl games: 4-0. Now that 
is a nice statistic.
Notre Dame at Michigan?
After two miserable starts, who wins 
the battle of proud but struggling teams, 
Notre Dame or Michigan? Notre Dame 
has a very difficult schedule, but two 
crushing losses give the Fighting Irish lit­
tle to look forward in the rest of 2007. Its 
offense has yet to score a touchdown and 
breaking in freshman Jimmy Clausen 
might end up, literally, breaking him in. 
The Irish rank last in rushing and total 
offense in the nation.
Michigan has the offense to score points 
but its defense looks lifeless. I do not think it 
is possible for such a talented team like 
Michigan to lose its’ first three, especially at 
the Big House. If that does happen you can 
say goodbye to Head Coach Lloyd Carr. 
Michigan 33, Notre Dame 20.
Who is in the Heisman Candidate race?
This year’s race should be a lot closer 
then last year when Ohio State’s Troy 
Smith ran away with it. This year’s win­
ner could come from the Big East, as 
Louisville’s Brian Brohm, Rutgers’ Ray 
Rice, and West Virginia’s Pat White and 
Steve Slaton have only boosted their per­
sonal stocks so far this year. Brohm is a 
true pocket passer who could be the first 
quarterback taken in next year’s draft.
Already he has 776 yards and nine touch­
down passes after week one. Rice has car­
ried the ball almost more than anyone in the 
nation, so Rutgers must be careful to get him 
a few rests every once in a while. Rice has 
62 carries for 359 yards and five touch­
downs. White is Mr. Flexible in West 
Virginia’s option style attack. With 341 
yards passing, 192 on the ground and seven 
total touchdowns, he can get the job done in 
Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to 
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions 
either about PC sports or sports in general to 
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we'll do our 
best to answer them—and stir up a little 
debate if we can!
Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff
race is going to be more exciting in the 
. East or N.L. East—or are both races 
er already?
I hate to say it, but the race in the A.L. 
East is far from over. I had a lot more con­
fidence in Terry Francona and the Sox on 
June 1 than on Sept. 1. It is hard to be opti­
mistic about a team that let a 15-game lead 
dwindle to four. With teams like Tampa 
Bay and Baltimore on the slate for this 
month, the Sox have the opportunity to 
beat up on some weaker squads and build 
their lead going into the post season, but so 
far they have not done that.
While their starting pitching has been 
more than anyone would have expected, 
the team is not scoring enough runs to win 
key games. This week, they lost to lowly 
Tampa Bay 1-0 despite a nearly flawless 
effort by Curt Schilling. Manny Ramirez is 
hurt, Kevin Youkilis is struggling, and J.D. 
Drew has been an absolute disaster at the 
plate. Meanwhile, the Yankees are in town 
this weekend and will be—at most—six 
games back. After some early season 
struggles, the Yanks have refused to con­
cede, mostly due to a MLB caliber season 
by Alex Rodriguez and some strong rook­
ie pitching.
As for the so-called junior circuit, the 
Mets have the East wrapped up. Neither 
Philadelphia nor Atlanta have enough to 
compete with pitchers like 200-game win­
ner Tom Glavine and Pedro Martinez, 
fresh off the disabled list and looking solid 
in his first few efforts of 2007. Barring a 
major slump in the final three weeks, the 




The other head of West Virginia’s two- 
headed monster is Steve Slaton. Slaton is 
having a fair start with 255 yards and five 
touchdowns but does draw the most atten­
tion from his opponents. With that said, 
let’s not forget other stars that are off to 
great starts such as USC’s John David 
Booty, Arkansas’ Darren McFadden, and 
Hawaii’s Colt Brennan, who threw an all 
time single season college record of 58 
touchdown passes last year.
Is Southern California the best team?
The only team right now that can 
debate this is LSU. Southern California 
had nine blue-chip running backs before 
the season started. Yes, that is a lot. It is a 
testament to where this program has come 
since Head Coach Pete Canoil took over 
in 2001. The Trojans lose so many great 
players to the NFL draft and can replace 
them easier than any program. There is 
never a rebuilding, but rather a reloading. 
They appear to have the most complete 
team in the nation (though LSU has the 
most dominating defense in the land). 
This week’s match up versus No. 14 
Nebraska should tell us a lot more about 
this team. For now I have to side with the 
Trojans, even though LSU does play in 
the harder conference.
What are the Best College Football 
Fight Songs?
Since tradition is such a big part of 
College football here are the best of the 
best. Not all of my choices are the official 
college fight songs, but are always con­
nected with the school.
5) University of Southern California: “Fight 
On”
4) University of Oklahoma: “Boomer 
Sooner”
3) Ohio State University: “Across the Field” 
2) University of Tennessee: “Rocky Top”
la) University of Michigan: “The Victors”
lb) University of Notre Dame: “Notre Dame 
Victory March”
On Saturday, we get to hear the best of 
both worlds in the Notre Dame-Michigan 
game.
Hey, sports fans. We’re reformatting PCI and giving it a 
new twist. Just as before, two of our writers will continue 
to tackle one of the week’s biggest sports stories. But this 
year, we want to know which one of our writer’s opinion 
our readers agree with more. To pick your side, just go to PCI
www.thecowl.com and vote in our new interactive poll on
the site. Each week, we will post the previous results so you can know where 
you and the rest of the PC campus stand on today’s top sports issues.
A  recap of the week in Providence sports
Volleyball goes 1-2 at Bobcat 
Invitational
The Providence College Women’s 
Volleyball Team began its season in late 
August, but its latest event, last week­
end’s Bobcat Invitational, saw the team 
go 1-2 en route to its current 5-4 record.
Things did not start well for the Friars, 
who were defeated by UMBC, 3-1, in 
four games in the first match, on 
Friday,Sept. 7. Senior Sarah Fleming and 
juniors Jeanette Toney and Elizabeth 
Flynn were the bright spots, each record­
ing double digits in kills.
Things continued to go poorly as PC 
was defeated by Rider, 3-0, in the second 
match, which took place Saturday, Sept. 
8. Only Fleming and Flynn were able to 
reach double digit kills this time, as the 
Friars lacked intensity early. However, 
the team rebounded nicely by defeating 
Quinnipiac in a sweep, 3-0, in the third 
and final match of the Invitational. 
Toney led all players with 15 kills, and 
juniors Kelly Krahenbuhl and Sara 
Sheehan were key supporting members, 
leading the way in digs and assists, 
respectively.
This week, the team will take on St. 
Francis on Friday, Sept. 14, at 7:30 p.m., 
Coppin State on Saturday, Sept. 15, at 
12:30, and Sacred Heart on Saturday at 
5:30 p.m. All three matches will be at 
home in Alumni Hall.
The Friars traveled to Holy Cross on 
Wednesday, Sept. 12 for a match against 
Holy cross. Toney led the team with 27
FH: Ready for the Big East
continued from back page
Chamberlain and the rest of the PC defen­
sive proved to be too tough for their opo- 
nents. For the majority of the contest, the 
URI defense matched PC, but in the 17th 
minute Freshman Joscelyn Mahon scored 
off of a beautiful feed from junior Jessica 
Lane. Later in the half, Lane, would again 
set up another scoring a opportunity when 
she assisted Senior Michalagh Stoddard’s 
goal in the 23 minute. The two first half 
goals proved to be more than enough for 
the Friar defense.
Led by sophomore Rachel 
Chamberlain, who posted her third con­
secutive shutout, the Friars stifled the 
Ram’s attack throughout the game. The 
defense worked collectively to hold 
Rhody to just 5 shots for the entire 
game. The strong defense, combined 
with precise offensive execution gave 
the Friars a 2-0 victory.
The win against Rhody marked the
Soccer: Still Plenty of Time
continued from back page
“He’s extremely competitive,” said 
Daley of Murray. “He’s showing signs of 
potential that he can do better than Chris 
[Konopka, last year’s goalie who is now 
playing for Kansas City in Major League 
Soccer]. He has a bright future.”
Next up for the team will be a home 
game against Holy Cross (2-1) this 
Saturday, Sept. 15, at 2:00 p.m. The team 
knows it has some work to do between 
now and then to beat the Crusaders, who 
will be looking to bounce back from a 
kills. Sheehan recorded 46 assists. Flynn 
had 15 kills and Fleming had 14.
Tennis Plays in Fairfield Invitational
Providence College’s Women’s Tennis 
team kicked off its season on Saturday, 
Sept. 8, at the Fairfield Doubles 
Invitational in Fairfield, Conn. Three 
Friars doubles pairings competed in the 
event, each with varying degrees of suc­
cess.
Flight One competitors sophomore 
Dara Hawkins-Hodgson and freshman 
Avery Gibson were defeated by Holy 
Cross, host Fairfield University, and 
UConn before rallying to a victory over 
the University of Hartford. The win 
cemented a seventh place finish for the 
pair.
Flight Two competitors freshman Kim 
Betzner and sophomore Jen Cusack fell to 
Holy Cross, Fairfield, and UConn in fin­
ishing 0-3 on the day.
The Friars in the Flight Three bracket 
would meet with the most success. This 
pairing, made up of senior Erin Kenaga 
and junior Amy McDevitt, finished 2-2 to 
claim a fifth place finish. Though the 
Friars fell to Holy Cross, they recovered 
to defeat Fairfield, stumbled over UConn, 
and recovered to shut out Hartford in their 
final match.
Overall, PC teams finished 3-8.
The team’s next event is the West Point 
Invitational, which will be held this week­
end in West Point, N.Y.
—Drew Goucher ’08
third straight win for the Friars as they 
head into their extremely tough Big East 
schedule. The Big East conference is 
home to some of the nation’s most suc­
cessful field hockey programs in the 
country and every conference game fig­
ures to be an intense battle.
The Friars are looking to match their 
final standing from least year—tied for 
first in the Big East conference. Unlike 
last year, however, the team is hoping to 
win the conference title game and be 
selected to compete in the NCAA 
Tournament in November, an honor it 
was denied last year, despite playing in 
the Big East finals.
The Friars’ 2007 Big East schedule 
will kick off with a home game against 
Big East rival Georgetown (1-4) on 
Saturday, Sept. 15, at 12:00 p.m. The 
Friars will then play non-conference 
foe, Northeastern University on 
Wednesday, Sept. 19, at 7:00 p.m.
loss to Sacred Heart on Tuesday, Sept. 11. 
This will be the team’s final game outside 
the Big East this season.
Even though it is early in the season 
and there is still a lot of soccer to be 
played, Daley knows the importance of 
these early non-conference games.
“Our schedule is very challenging,” he 
said. “Our 11 Big East games could go 
either way and 14 out of our 17 oppo­
nents are of the highest quality and the 
others will be giving us their best game. 
We value every game.”
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Injuries Give Way to Rough Start for Women’s Soccer
by Mike Springer ’08 
Asst. Sports Editor
Expectations were high. Four of the 
Providence College Women’s Soccer 
Team’s top-five points leaders from last 
season were returning. Senior goalkeeper 
Laura Elfers, who finished 
WOMEN’S last season with five 
SOCCER shutouts, was back in net.
And midfielder Danielle 
Wieneke returned as a senior captain to 
man the tough Friar D.
With everything seemingly falling into 
place, the Friars looked poised to be the 
surprise team in the Big East for 2007. At 
least until the injuries began to pile up.
Senior midfielder Ashley Amaral, junior 
forward Kelley Petersen, sophomore forward 
Caitlin Hostetler, and freshman midfielder 
Kate DelCiampo, all key contributors to the 
team, faced the possibility of missing the 
entire season before it even began with a 4-0 
loss to the Rams.
Even with the loss of key players, Head 
Coach Jim McGirr remains confident in 
his team and their ability to achieve the 
high expectations previously set out for 
themthis season.
“Injuries are a part of the game, but it 
doesn’t mean that they should stop you 
from accomplishing your goals. Said 
McGirr, “It’s going to be a matter of other 
players stepping-up, and filling these roles, 
and taking advantage of the opportunities 
before them.”
Sophomores Jill Cambum and Tara 
Ricciardi took to their coach’s call, com­
bining for 10 of the Friar’s 12 total shots 
against URI, with five shots apiece. And 
the Friar defensive led by Wieneke and 
Elfers followed suit, holding URI to just 
one goal in the first period, which came 
when midfielder Thorunn Jonsdottir con­
nected with a shot towards the far post in 
the fifteenth minute.
Senior goalie Laura Elfers recorded seven saves in a tough luck loss to Minnesota 
on Friday, Sept. 7. This week, the Friars will open their home schedule with a 
game against Quinnipiac on Saturday, Sept 15.
In the second period, the Rams pulled 
away, capitalizing on their scoring oppor­
tunities to tally another three goals before 
time expired.
“If you look at the box-score, everything in 
the game matches up statistically. However, 
they seemed able to score off of every oppor­
tunity and every opportunity that we had we 
seemed unable to find the back of the net,” 
said McGirr after the game.
Disappointed in the missed opportuni­
ties against URI, the Friars looked to take 
advantage of weaknesses in UMass 
offense on the following Sunday, by keep­
ing the Minutemen off balance with diago­
nal balls.
Failing to execute their game plan in the 
first period, the Friars found themselves 
once again down 1-0 going into halftime 
after UMass forward Britt Canfield 
knocked the ball through to the back left 
comer of the net.
Sticking with their game plan finally 
paid off. In the second period, junior mid­
fielder Megan Mancarella, who is primed 
for a big season, scored her first goal of the 
year. Mancarella connected with a pass 
from fellow junior back Christie Gent, Ito 
tie the game up at one apeice.
“As a captain, Megan has taken on that 
leadership role and has been an outstand­
ing player for us,” said McGirr. “Her play 
has improved so much since her freshman 
year and she is really becoming a constant 
danger on the set pieces and could finish 
the season with five to six goals as a 
defender.”
The high hopes for Mancarella were 
seemingly dashed, when she was removed 
late during the Friar’s 3-0 loss to the 
University of Minnesota after still feeling 
uneasy from a concussion she had suffered 
earlier in practice.
With Mancarella down, Minnesota cap­
italized on the weak Friar defense, scoring 
another two goals in the second period.
Golden Gopher freshman Katie Bethke 
forced Elfers out of the net as she blasted a 
straight shot past the Friar’s keeper and 
into the back of the goal for a score. 
Minnesota’s final score came in the eighty­
fourth minute, when a clearing attempt 
near the Providence goal went in for a 
goal, giving the Gophers a 3-0 victory over 
the Providence College Friars.
Sunday, the Friars found themselves 
down to Cai-Poly when Julieanne 
Grinstead headed teammate Kaleena 
Andruss’ comer kick into the net, during 
the seventh minute of the game, giving 
the Mustangs a 1-0 victory. The loss 
drops the Friars to 0-3-1 on the season 
as they head into their first home games 
of the season this weekend.
The Friars will go against the University 
of Hartford, an NCAA Tournament partic­
ipant last season, on Friday, Sept. 14 at 
4.00 pm. The Friars will then face off 
against Quinnipiac University on Sunday 
for a 1pm start time.
Will A-Rod be the Next Home Run King?
Ryan Holt ’09 discusses why 
he believes the Yankees’ third 
baseman should reach the 60- 
home run plateau this season 
and maybe one day make a 
run at becoming the 
all-time leader.
by Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff
Alex Rodriguez hit seven home runs last 
week. He now has 52 for the season which
is by far, the
OPINION
most in the majors. The ques­
tion is, however, will he fin­
ish the season with 60? Will 
he exceed that amount?
Not only is 60 an amazing 
number of home runs to achieve in a sea­
son, but also if he does do this, it will be a 
“clean” 60.
As Barry Bonds approached and eventu­
ally broke Hank Aaron’s home run record 
this year, steroids and other performance 
enhancing drugs have become the topic of 
discussion surrounding Major League 
Baseball.
Steroid talks surrounded other 
records, too. Mark McGwire and 
Sammy Sosa, who in 1998 captivated 
America with their race to beat Roger 
Maris’ single season home run record of 
61, have been all but proven to have 
used something extra.
Even last week, Rick Ankiel of the St. 
Louis Cardinals, who just a few years 
ago was a struggling pitcher and made a 
comeback as one of the hottest hitting 
outfielders, has been implicated in a 
Human Growth Hormone (HGH) scan­
dal. Ankiel, by the way, has hit more 
home runs than Rodriguez in the past 
two weeks.
Baseball is a game of numbers; its 
records are sacred. In the past decade, 
however, many of these records have been 
tarnished.
A 60 home run season by A-Rod will 
help baseball improve its image. Unless
COURTESY of google images
Earlier this year, Alex Rodriguez, New York Yankee All-Star third baseman, 
became the youngest player in baseball history to reach the 500-home run plateau 
and leads the Majors this year with 52 home runs.
you’re Jose Canseco or Chipper Jones, 
there is not a doubt that Rodriguez has 
gone about this the right and natural 
way. His intense work ethic and God­
given talents have gotten him here, not a 
syringe.
Can he do it? With 19 games to be 
played as of Tuesday, and only eight 
home runs to go, Rodriguez is in a good 
position. If he continues at the pace he 
has throughout the year, he should finish 
at or above 60 home runs.
Disregarding this weekend’s series with 
Boston, the Yankees finish the year against 
weaker opponents, the Toronto Blue Jays, 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays, and the Baltimore 
Orioles. Each have younger, weaker, and 
less experienced pitching staffs than most 
of baseball. Rodriguez has also played 
well against the Red Sox this year, hitting 
some home runs in key situations. His 
chances certainly are good.
If he does hit 60, or perhaps 62 home 
runs, the debate will certainly begin. 
Would A-Rod be the “true” single season 
home run king?
Although it will certainly be debated, 
many will believe he is. Babe Ruth hit 
60 home runs without steroids, Roger 
Maris hit 61. McGwire has hit 70 and 
65, Sosa has hit 63, 64, and 66, and 
Bonds has the new record with 73 in one 
season. Those three, however, are all in 
question and likely did it in an unnatural 
fashion. If A-Rod hits 62 or more, there 
is a legitimate case for him to be the 
“real” record holder.
A 60 home run season by A-
Rod will help baseball improve 
its image. Unless you’re Jose 
Canseco or Chipper Jones, there 
is not a doubt that Rodriguez has 
gone about this the right and nat­
ural way. His intense work ethic 
and God-given talents have got­
ten him here, not a syringe.
Ryan Holt ’09
Not only would this restore faith to 
baseball, but it would also intrigue, inter­
est, and add new legitimacy to the sport. 
The debate would draw more interest to 
the game, especially for many who have 
abandoned it due to the inflated stats of the 
steroid era.
Rodriguez led the MLB in All Star votes 
and is certainly one of the game’s most 
popular players. As a New York Yankee, he 
plays on baseball’s biggest stage. This 
makes for an even more publicized chase 
of the record and debate on its signifi­
cance.
Baseball almost needs A-Rod to do this. 
If not this year, then another. If not him, 
then someone else. Baseball needs a legit­
imate single-season home run leader.
He is already on pace to eclipse Bonds’ 
all-time mark, whatever that may be. This 
year, at age 32, he became the youngest 
player to reach the 500 career home run 
mark. Coincidently, he did that on the 
same day Bonds tied Aaron’s 755. In many 
reports of that day’s news, A-Rod’s 500 
received top billing.
Barry Bonds, Mark McGwire, Sammy 
Sosa, and the rest of the steroid era have 
turned many of baseball’s most hallowed 
records and achievements into jokes. A- 
Rod can save baseball and its records. 
Hitting 60, 62, or even more this year will 
go a long way towards fixing this. Yankee 
fans, Red Sox fans, and all baseball fans 
(possibly excluding San Francisco Giants 
fans) can agree on that.
Friar Field Hockey Returns to Winning Ways
FIELD
HOCKEY
by Dan Ollquist ’10
Asst. Sports Editor
Coming off of one of the most success­
ful seasons in school history, the 
Providence College Field 
Hockey team entered the 
2007 season with a target 
on its back. Ranked as high 
as No. 17 in the nation in 
some preseason polls, the Friars have cer­
tainly solidified themselves as a contender 
for the Big East Crown. After dropping 
two of its first three games, Providence 
rebounded this week by defeating Holy 
Cross and Dartmouth.
On Wednesday, Sept. 5, PC hosted the 
Crusaders of Holy Cross. After a slow 
start the Friars cruised to a 2-0 victory. 
The two squads played a scoreless first 
half which was dominated by strong 
defense on both sides.
The second half however, was a differ­
ent story. Just 1:09 into the second half, 
senior Abby Maguire slipped one past the 
Crusader goalkeeper to give the Friars a 
1-0 lead.
“Maguire’s goal was extremely impor­
tant,” Coach Diane Madl said. “Our 
offense played sluggishly in the first half. 
The early second half goal gave us a big 
momentum boost.”
Following Maguire’s lead, junior Ali 
Komfield added an unassisted goal with 
8:05 remaining in the game to solidify the 
Friar lead. Two goals were more than
COWL ARCHIVES
Sophomore Nellie Poulin scored two goals in the Friars’ 6-0 blowout of 
Dartmouth on Sunday, Sept. 9.
enough for the PC defense, which at home, the Friars headed north on Sept,
blanked the Holy Cross attack. 9, to take on Dartmouth in non-confer-
Building off their solid performance ence action. Sophomore Nellie Poulin
jumpstarted the Friar attack, finding the 
back of the net just 1:10 into the contest. 
Poulin later added another goal in the first 
half, followed by freshman Julie Ruggieri 
connecting on her first collegiate goal to 
give the Friars a 3-0 halftime advantage. 
Ruggieri, who tallied another goal to go 
along with an assist in the second half fig­
ures to be one of many impact freshmen 
this year for PC.
“This year’s class will have a tremen­
dous impact on the team,” said Madl. 
“We expect them to add a lot of depth to 
the team this year.”
The second half was much of the same 
for Providence as they added three more 
goals, one from Ruggieri, one from soph­
omore Adrienne Marois, and one from 
Komfield. Komfield’s goal capped off the 
game in which Providence manhandled 
the Big Green of Dartmouth, 6-0.
Going overlooked in the offensive out­
burst was another great defensive effort.
“The defense is really coming together 
and playing off of each other,” said Madl. 
“They are all over the field and not mak­
ing things easy for our opponents.” 
After posting two consecutive shutouts, 
sophomore goalkeeper, Rachel 
Chamberlain was named the Big East 
Defensive Player of the week for the first 
time this season.
On Wednesday, Sept. 13, the Friars host­





Even though PC does 
not have a team, there 
are plenty of fans out 
there asking questions 
about Big East gridiron 
and Division I-A in 
general.
by Bradley Chen ’08 
Sports Staff
Five burning questions in col­
lege football :
What is the Big East’s Position?
There is nothing that makes 
me happier than 
OPINION seeing the Big East 
as a major football 
factor. Last year 
Louisville, West Virginia, and 
Rutgers had fantasy seasons. 
This year, it is expected that 
these teams will perform with 
the best of the college programs. 
West Virginia is ranked No. 4, 
Louisville ranked No. 9, and 
Rutgers stands at No. 13. Each 
team has national title hopes and 
major media watching it, as 
there are four Heisman hopefuls 
among them.
While they are seen as the big 
three, they better watch out for 
the South Florida Bulls who 
upset ranked Auburn last week­
end. They are just outside of the 
Associated Press top 25 while 
Cincinnati has a chance to sneak 
up there as well. It is clear that
NCAA/Page 18
Up and Down Start for Men’s Soccer
by Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor
“Staying consistent is the key 
to performing well on the field 
and winning games,” says Chaka 
Daley, Providence College’s 
Head Soccer 
MEN’S Coach. However, 
SOCCER the team might 
want to be careful 
about what they are consistent 
with if they want to win enough 
games to make the NCAA 
Tournament for a third straight 
year.
“We need to find a way to 
mold as a group,” said Daley. 
“This is a competitive group and 
we need to be as consistent as 
possible to win games.”
While the Friars have been 
very good at keeping the ball 
down their end of the field and 
setting up scoring opportunities, 
the offense has unfortunately 
made a habit of squandering 
these chances. Take Sunday’s 
game against Harvard as an 
example. The Friars outshot the 
Crimson by more than double— 
16-6—yet lost 2-1, and fell to 2- 
2 on the year.
PC’s solid defense in front of 
junior goalkeeper Timothy 
Murray held the No. 13 Crimson 
scoreless through the first 74 
minutes. Then Harvard’s 
Michael Fucito sent a pass from 
Alex Chi into the comer of the 
net.
The lead did not last, howev­
er, as PC sophomore Jonathan 
Medcalf headed in the equalizer 
a minute later. The goal was 
Medcalf’s team-leading third 
score of the season.
“We’re expecting Medcalf to 
be a big contributor on the offen­
sive end,” said Daley. “He is
MEGAN SCOTT ‘08
Senior Ryan Maduro set up several scoring opportunities for his 
teammates against both Harvard and Northeastern, but his 
efforts were met with litle success.
lethal in and around the 18-yard 
box. He shoots well.”
The teams remained tied at 1- 
1 until Fucito shot the gamewin­
ning goal past Murray into the 
upper right comer with three 
minutes to play. Freshman Matt 
Marcin’s final shot with less than 
a minute to play was saved by 
Harvard goalie Adam Hahn.
Although Harvard, at No. 13, 
is clearly one of the best teams 
in the country, this loss was frus­
trating because of all the scoring 
chances missed by the Friars. 
Senior Hadrian Toure gave PC 
its first opportunity in the ninth 
minute with a pass to Marcin 
that went wide.
“It was really frustrating,” 
said Toure. “I think we played 
just as good as they did, if not 
better. They were a ranked team. 
It was frustrating for us because 
we really wanted to win that 
game.”
Pre-season All-American 
Ryan Maduro gave his team sev­
eral opportunites, including a 
heartbreaking pass to sophomoer 
Justin Kahle, whose shot 
bounced off the right post early 
in the second half.
Maduro begins this season on 
the MAAC Hermann Trophy 
List, which tracks the 29 players 
in the running for the top player 
in Division I soccer.
“We hope he [Maduro] can 
impact our group,” said Daley. 
“His talent is his experience. His 
work ethic allows him to be a 
big leader who can impact games 
and carry our team when needed. 
He is up to the challenge and we 
expect him ro chip in with 
Medcalf to be the main men for 
the offense along with [senior 
Alex] Bury and Kahle.”
While the Friars missed sev­
eral chances to build a comfort­
able lead against Northeastern on 
Friday, Sept. 7, they managed to 
pull off a 1-0 victory, giving 
Murray his first shutout this sea­
son.
As in the Harvard loss, 
Maduro set up his teammates 
several times without much luck. 
There were two near goals in the 
first half, one off a Maduro pass 
to Toure at sixteen minutes and 
the other near goal by freshman 
Nick Cianci. PC finished the first 
half with nine shots while hold­
ing the Huskies to two.
“We were fortunate to win that 
game even though we did not 
play as well as we would have 
liked to play. Overall the team 
has been improving each game.” 
Providence’s lone goal came 
in the 74th minute when Marcin 
fired a shot past the Husky 
defense, just after two close calls 
by the Huskies’ Greg Kilkenny. 




Check out the new for­
mat for PCI on Page 18.
